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LECTURE XVII. 
»RAMOLLISSEMENT OF THE SPINAL 
MARROW. 


Genxtiemen: In our last lecture we dis- 
posed of ramollissement when affecting any 
part of the nervous centres contained within 
the cavity of the cr ; it r » to 
complete our subject, that we now take up 
this lesion in the spinal marrow. Ramollis- 
sement of the spinal marrow may be either 
general, that is, affecting the totality of the 
chord, or partial, and confined to one or 
more limited points. The partial softening 
may affect any point of the spinal chord, 
from the pons varolii down to the cauda 
equina; but as there are certain regions 
in which the lesion sometimes gives rise to 
peculiar symptoms, we may, according to 
them, distinguish it into cervical, dorsal, and 
lumbar ramollissement. Again, the ante- 
rior chords of the spinal marrow may be 
affected singly, or the lesion may occupy the 

terior chords alone, and from what is 
nown of the different functions, you can 
readily conceive how ramollissement may 
he attended by different symptoms, accord- 
ing as one or other of those two parts may 
be the seat of the disease. Finally, the 
white substance alone may be implicated ; 
or thé lesion may be confined to the gray 
matter, or may attack beth at the* same 
time. Rammollissement of the spinal mar- 
row does not, in general, attack the intel- 
lectual faculties, unless the disease have 
extended farther, and implicated the more 
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important parts of the nervous system, the 
cerebellum, or the cerebrum. In these 
latter cases the intelligence may be gradu- 
ally affected, in proportion as the disease 
ascends from the organ of movement to 
the parts destined for the performance of a 
more elevated function. However, if the 
intelligence often escapes, we have, on the 
other hand, very few cases of ramollisse- 
ment of the spinal marrow, in which the 
faculty of motion is not modified in a greater 
or less degree. Lesions of motility are the 
most ordinary, frequent, and remarkable 
symptoms attending ramollissement of the 
chord; they generally characterize it in a 
sufficiently clear manner; however, we 
possess a certain number of cases where 

Extensive Softening of the Spinal Marrow 
has given rise to only very trifling pheno- 
mena; yet the destruction of the nervous pulp 
was most considerable. Two cases of this 
latter kind have been published; one by M. 
Gensou, of Lyons, in which the lesion occu 
pied the lumbar portion of the spinal mar- 
row. A very considerable mass of the ner- 
vous substance in that region was softened, 
disorganized, and reduced to a liquid pulp, 
yet M. Gensovut assures us, that he ob- 
served no lesion of the motility worth men- 
tioning. The force of the limbs remained 
intact; there was no paralysis, nor were 
there any convulsive movements in any 
part of the body. M. Ve_rgav is the author 
of the second case; here it was not the lam- 
bar, but the cervical region, which was 
affected, and the Jesion was much more con- 
siderable than in the former case. e 
whole of the medulla oblongata, from the 
edge of the pons varolii to below the py- 
ramids, was reduced to a truly liquid state. 
Not the least trace of nervous substance 
remained, and even the membranes had 
disappeared; yet with so extensive a de- 
struction of the chord, motility was but 
slightly modified; this case is a very re- 
markable one, and gives rise to several 
interesting reffections ; these we cannot now 
pursue. We would merely draw your atten- 
tion for an instant to the fact in com - 
tive anatomy, that in several ani we 
find the spinal marrow excessively small, 





almost rudimentary, and yet the movements 
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are not on that account less energetic or 
extensive; nay more, in a still lower order, 
the nervous influence is transmitted through 
a liquid which ies the place of what, in 
oe perfect , is nervous substance. 

ence we can understand how a chord, in- 
completely formed, and not 
the parts seen in a normal state, may still 
serve as a directing agent of the movements. 
The two cases just mentioned, are the only 
cases with which we are acquainted, where 
the ramollissement was sufficiently exten- 
sjve to produce a complete interruption of 
the spinal marrow into two distinct and 
separate parts. 

Limited Softening. 

Let us now turn to another sct of 
cases, where the lesion, though very ex- 
tensive, has not been carried to the length 
of completely destroying the continuity of 
the spinal marrow, as in the former cases. 
In one of these cases the ramollissement oc- 
cupied the dorsal region of the chord. The 
nervous pulp was destroyed to a great ex- 
tent, but a small slip remained, which con- 
nected together the superior and inferior 
portions. Here. the lesion of the chord 
manifested itself by a modification of the 
motility: the lower limbs preserved the 
power of motion, the patient was able to 
move his legs without difficulty, to walk 
about, but the superior extremities were 
paralyzed. The force of the hands and 
arms was completely lost, and the members, 
in addition, were contracted. In other cases 
the alteration of movement is still more pro- 
found. However, when the ramollissement 
chiefly occupies the posterior pillars of the 
spinal marrow, the patient may sometimes 
recover from the ysis with which he 
was at first affected, but it is rare to find a 
termination of this fortunate kind. 


The Lesions of Motility 


which result from ramollissement of the 
spinal marrow, are very various and mul- 
tiplied; we have already seen this in the 
brain ; it is the same thing in its prolonga- 
tion into the vertebral canal. Sometimes 
the power of movement is simply diminished 
without being lost. The limbs are weak, 
the gait is unsteady, but the patient walks 
about, and can seize an object in his hand, 
though he has lost the[power of squeezing 
it with any force : at other times we observe 
complete lysis, The power of motion 
is entirely destroyed, and the lesion then at- 
tacks various parts of the body. Thus the 
paralysis may have its seat exclusively in 
the limbs, and the inferior extremities alone 
may be affected, and then we conclude the 
ramollissement occupies a point of the chord 
below the origin of the nervous trunks that 
unite to form the great brachial plexus. In 
other cases we find the four limbs paralyzed 
at the same time. The inferior extremities 





first lose the power of motion, and the pa- 
ralysis ascends gradually until it has gained 
the whole trunk and upper extremities. 
This paralysis, no matter where it is situ- 
ated, may attack the individual in a gradual 
or in a sudden manner. Sometimes the loss 


all | of. motion comes on as if it were the result 


of hemorrhage in the brain. At other 
times it passes through the several 

of numbness, feebleness, which remains for a 
greater or less period, and, finally, paralysis. 
‘Thus you see two modifications, two distinct 
forms, under which the disease may present 
itsclf to our notice. The paralysis may also 
attack other parts of the body. Thus we 
find the power of motion lost in various 
muscular parts heside the extremities; for 
example in the muscles of the trunk, 
ducing embarrassed respiration; in the 
muscles of the pharynx and csophagus, 
giving rise to difficult deglutition ; in the 
rectum, bladder, and other muscles of or- 
ganic life. Instead of paralysis, ramollisse- 


ment of the spinal marrow may be accomé 
panied as chief phenomena, by 


Contraction of the Limbs, er Rigidity, and 
Convulsions. 


Here the nature and much of the contrac- 
tion is exactly the same as what we saw 
taking place when the brain was affected. 
Under its influence, especially if congestion 
of the nervous pulp surrounding the solt- 
tened mass be su we may have 
either general or partial convulsions de- 
veloped ; and then irregular movements may 
attack the muscles of the trunk, or be con- 
fined exclusively to the extremities. In some 
cases the convulsions begin with the disease 
of which they form one of its first symp- 
toms. In others this lesion does not set in 
before the ramollissement has made some 
progress; they then appear ata more or less 
early period of the malady. When once 
established, the convulsive movements may 
persist until death, or disappear, and return 
again at uncertain intervals; more frequently 
they persist for some time, and then are re- 
placed either by paralysis or contraction of 
the limb. These are the principal disorders 
of movement that we observe in the course 
of ramollissement of the spinal marrow; as 
you see, they vary under three principal 
os paralysis,convulsions, and contraction. 
The phenomena afforded by 
Lesions of Sensibility 

form the next subject of our inquiry. Ina 
former lecture we spoke at some length on 
the various regions which may be the seat 
of pain in inflammation of the spinal mar- 
row, and we laid before you the opinions 
held upon this question by Messrs. Gairrin 
and Ens, and some other medical men. We 
have but little to. add on ramollissement to 
what was said upon that occasion. In cer- 
tain cases, where the patient was cut off un- 
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and other symptoms of ramollissement of the 
spinal marrow. 

When speaking of myelitis we said, that 
the different functions of nutritive life might 
be variously deranged under the influence 
of inflammatioc. seated in the spinal chord. 
The same observation is applicable to ra- 
mollissement of this part; the different acts 
of digestion, circulation, and respiration, 
may be variously modified in such a way 
and to such an extent as to simulate differ- 
ent organic diseases; but we spoke fully 
upon this interesting point when treating of 
inflammation of the nervous centres, it is 
therefore unnecessary to recur to it again. 

Ramollissement of the spinal marrow, 
like softening of the brain, presents itself 
under different forms, according as the seve- 
ral symptoms to which it gives rise may 
happen to group themselves together. Thus, 
we distinguish two principal forms, depend- 
ing on the more or less rapid succession of 
the functional derangement, viz.-the acute 
and the chronic. The first, or 


Acute Ramollissement of the Spinal Marrow, 


pa ena 0 the following subdivisions, 
which we shall enumerate simply, without 
entering into any details. In the first set 
of cases we find that the ramollissement is 
formed in a most rapid manner, and produces 
sudden death; some patients, in fact, are 
carried off in the most quick and ape eee 
manner; a few hours have scarcely elapsed 
from the first manifestation of the disease, 
and they have ceased to exist; in other 
cases death does not arrive quite so suddenly, 


not in the least troubled ; all the symptoms 
are connected with lesions of motility; the 
limbs become contracted, the poem LIF om 
gets embarrassed, difficult, and the patient 
soon dies in a state of asphyxia. Thus you 
see three different cases of acute ramollisse- 
ment of the spinal marrow. One set ter- 
minates in two or three hours; the second 
within the first twenty-four hours ; the th 


;| set of cases lasts for a ae oe Now, 


we turn to the other species 
Chronic Ramollissement of the Spinal 
Marrow, 


»| we find there that the symptoms succeed 


one another in a slow and gradual manner, 
constituting a chronic disease, whose dura- 
tion may vary from several months to seve- 
ral years. In some cases the malady pro- 
gresses excessively slowly, and gives rise to 
but an insignificant number of functional 
lesions; the sym s are for a long time 
obscure 7 slight, and it is not until after 
a lapse of eight or ten years that as- 
sume a greater degree of intensity, ae boa 
minate in death. The duration then of this 
disease is, as you see, very various, but no 
matter whether an acute or a chronic dis- 
ease, the termination seems to be almost 
always ofa fatal nature ; indeed, it is doubtful 
whether ramollissement of the spinal marrow 
has ever terminated in a cure. We know 
that cases of the latter kind are cited in 
medical works; we are aware how some 
authors have described cases which they 
considered as cured, but when you reflect 
on the doubtful nature of many nervous 
affections, when you remember the fact we 
have so often had occasion to recur to,— 
viz. that various organic lesions of the ner- 
vous system betray themselves by the pro- 
duction of identical phenomena, you will be 
ready to concede that, in the cases alluded 
'to, we cannot say to any certainty whether 


‘ ramollissement existed or not; we are the 


more induced to insist upon this latter con- 
clusion, because we have seen cases where 
almost all the symptoms of ramollissement 

yet, eome- 


of the spinal chord were 

times under the influence of 

treatment, sometimes without any known 

cause, these symptoms have suddenly disap- 

peared, and the patient has been restored to 
B2 
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the full enjoyment of health, under circum- 
stances which certainly do not permit us to 
admit the existence of an organic lesion. 


Termination of Spinal Ramollissement. 


In the case of ramollissement of the spinal 
marrow, death arrives in the same way, and 
with the same varieties, as we have described 
in myelitis; we shall not, therefore, dwell at 
any length upon this part of the subject. 
When the disease is acute, and marches 
with a rapid pace, the patient usually dies 
through the respiratory organs losing at/ 
the end the power of functioning. In 
chronic ramollisse:nent of the spinal mar- 
row, death takes place; on the contrary, 
seldom by embarrassment of the respiration, 
but by gradual wasting of the patient's force, 
of the influence which this lesion exercises 
on the functions of nutritive life ; or, finally, 
some of the great organs contained in the| 
cavities of the head, chest, or abdomen, are | 
attacked with acute inflammation, and the | 
patient dies by the intercurrence of another 
disease ; indeed, chronic softening of the 
spinal marrow rarely runs its course to the | 
end, without being complicated with some | 
other internal affection; the symptoms | 
proper to the ramollissement may con- 
tinue for years without any very dangerous | 
effect on the general health ; an acute dis- 
ease comes on, and terminates fatally in a) 
short period. After death we almost always 
find inflammation of some one of the prin-| 
cipal internal organs. 

We have now passed in review the whole 
history of ramollissement of the nervous 
centres; we have described its anatomical 
characters, have laid before you an account | 
of its various forms, and have endeavoured, | 
so far as the state of the science would per- | 
mit, togive you a faithful account of the in- 
constant and often contradictory symptoms, 
by which this lesion of the nervous system | 
is accompanied; it remains for us to say a) 
few words on the 





Treatment of Ramollissement generally. 


Here it is unnecessary to follow the same | 
division that we established, when speaking | 
of its symptomatology, for the nature of the 
treatment is not influenced by the seat of 
the lesion; it is the same, whether the ra- 
mollissement affect the cerebral hemi- 
spheres, the cerebellum, the mesocephale, 
the medulla oblongata, or, finally, the spinal 
marrow. 

The nature of the treatment must here, 
as in many other circumstances, be regu- 
lated partly by the symptoms which accom- 

y the disease, and partly by the individual 
disposition of the patient, and the state of his 
economy at large. Thus the ramollisse- 
ment is sometimes attended by a strong 
hard pulse, violent headache, convulsions, 
contraction of the limbe, delirium, &c., in a 





word, by various symptoms denoting an ins 
flammatory action; here the indication is 
simple and easily seized; we must have 
recourse to blood-letting, cither general or 
local, and repeat it cautiously, according to 
the iutensity &c. of the inflammatory phe- 
nomena. However, in a great number of 
cases we do not observe any signs of 
general reaction; there is no fever; the 
pulse is slow and not full; the disease has 
commenced by a gradual weakening of 
motility and sensibility. In cases of this 
kind sanguineous emissions should be em- 
ployed with the greatest reserve ; they seem 
te do more harm than good, and to accele- 
rate that state of general debility and pros- 
tration into which the patient is finally to 
sink; on the contrary much benefit may be 
obtained by endeavouring to palliate the 
several symptoms as they present them- 
selves, while we support the constitution, 
and eventually prolong life, by daily adminis- 
tering some mild tonic, or having recourse 
to bark, or the preparations of iron. In 
general we should rather, I think, look to 
the constitution of the patient, and the ex- 
isting symptoms, than to the organic lesion 
of the nervous system. If we think exclu- 
sively of the latter, and, regarding every 
ramollissement as an effect of inflammation, 
have recourse on all occasions to blood-let- 
ting and other antiphlogistic means, we run 
the risk not only of applying the remedy to 
a condition of the cerebro-spinal axis to 
which it is not suited, but of plunging the 
patient into a fatal degree of anemia and 
exhaustion. 


In a former part of our course we opposed 
hypertrophy to atrophy of the nervous 
centres; we considered cerebral hyperemia 
in opposition to cerebral anemia. We shall 
next examine the anatomical characters and 
symptoms of induration of the brain and 
spinal marrow, as opposed to ramollissement 
of the same parts. But to-day I cannot con- 
veniently enter upon the new subject. It 
shall form the matter of discourse with 
which we will commence at our next 
meeting. 








Tricut-Lacinc.—An anatomist informed 
me that upon examining the body of Made- 
moiselle Leblanc, a young French milliner, 
remarkable for the fairy-like petitesse of 
her ¢aille, who died at Edinburgh, an early 
victim of consumption, he found that those 
portions of the lumbar and abdominal mus- 
cles which had been subjected to the highly- 
strained pressure of the corset during life, 
were reduced to the consistence of a soft 
and flaccid cellular tissue, faintly sheeted 
with muscular fibres.—Freschet’s Lect. on 
Phys. Edue. 
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DR. WALLACE ON THE HYDRIODATE OF POTASH. 


CLINICAL LECTURES 
On 
SURGICAL CASES, 
DELIVERED IN 1836, AT THE 


JERVIS-STREET HOSPITAL, DUBLIN, 
BY 


WILLIAM WALLACE, M.D., M.R.LA., 


Surgeon to the Hospital, and to the Infirmary for 
Diseases of the Skin, including Venereal Dis- 
eases, and the consequent Diseases of the Urinary 
and Genital Organs, &c. &c. 


TREATMENT OP THE VENEREAL DISEASE 
BY THE HYDRIODATE OF POTASH, OR) 
IODIDE OF POTASSIUM. 


You are, gentlemen, aware how very | 


adopted to remedy the difficulty which evi- 
dently exists, is to place each case in that 
division to which its more prominent symp- 
toms belonged. Thus, if a patient laboured 
under a trifling affection of one part, and a 
severe affection of another, I neglect, in the 
arrangement, the more trifling affection, and 
place the case with those to which it is 
allied by its more severe symptoms. 

The one hundred and forty-two cases, 
when classed upon the principle which I 
have just mentioned, give us six cases of 
iritis, six cases of diseased testis, ten cases 
of nodes, including all the affections of the 
fibrous, synovial, and osseous systems, 
ninety-seven cases of eruptions, including 
all affections of the cutancous system, twenty 
cases of disease of the mucous surface of 
the mouth, nose, throat, &c., and three cases 
|in which the medicine was ‘administered to 
| females during utero-gestation, for the pro- 
tection of the foetus. I shall consider each 





much I have been engaged for the last two | form of disease separately and successively. 


or three years, both in this hospital and in| 
the Skin Infirmary, in investigating the in- 

fluence of iodine over the morbid states 

produced by the venereal poison. It is un- | 
necessary for me to trouble you now with 

the circumstances which induced me to| 
commence this investigation. Let me how- | 
ever observe that I had not long entered on 
it, before 1 felt with so much force its impor- 
tance, that I determined to suspend the 


further publication of my work on syphilis, 
one volume of which had appeared, until | 
had collected a sufficient number of facts to 
enable me to deduce accurate and general | 


conclusions on the subject. This period | 
has arrived. The facts accumulated are 
amply sufficient for the required purpose. 
J] have put my work to press, and it is my | 
expectation that before this session is over, | 
a portion of it, at least, will be published. 
In the mean time, I think I cannot ocerpy 
afew lectures more usefully for you, than 
by taking a cursory clinical review of the 
most important points of the investigation, 
during which I will recall to your memory 
some of the most remarkable cases you have 
witnessed. In this review I shall, however, 
confine myself entirely to those cases which 
have been carefully and regularly reported. 
The number of these, speaking only ot the 
secondary cases of the poison, amounts to | 
one hundred and forty-two, and includes all 
the varieties which the venereal disease | 





| 


presents, both in its simple and its complex | 
forms. | 

As the constitutional effects of the venereal | 
poison are scidom confine. to one part of | 
the body, or to one tissue, there is a diffi- | 
culty in arranging the cases under distinct 
heads. For example, in eruptive affections, 
it very often happens that other parts be- 
sides the skin suffer. Sometimes there 
exists iritis, sometimes ulceration of the 
throat, and so on. Now, the plan I have 


| ioduretted hydriodate. 


Latterly, the only preparation of od 
which I have used is the hydriodate of 
ash, and it is the only one which I woul os 
commend. Before I go farther, | must give 


My Reasons for the exclusive use of this 
Preparation. 


|In the first place, I believe that whatever 


preparation of iodine you use, it is only in 
the state of hydriodic acid, or of a hydrio- 
date, that it enters the system. I have never 
been able to detect free iodine in any part 
of the body, or inany of the excretions. If 
you administer iodine in its free state to a 
|dog, and examine the contents of his sto- 


| mach, after the lapse of a very short time, 


you will not be able to detect an atom of 
iodine in the free state. You will find that 
it has all been converted into hydriodic 
acid. On one occasion Doctor O'SHauGu- 
NESssy could detect no iodine in the matter 
discharged from the stomach of a dog to 
which he had given this substance fifteen 
minutes previously; but he found a large 
quantity of hydriodic acid. Are we not, 
trom these facts, entitled to arrive at the 
conclusion that iodine, as I have said, enters 
the system only as an hydriodate or as hy- 
driodicacid ? If this be the case, it is quite 
useless to employ iodine in any other form, 
when it is our object to introduce it into the 
system. In the second place, it is not only 


|useless, but it is encountering an unneces- 
|sary danger, to use iodine in its free state, 


or even iu the state of solution in the by- 


| driodate of potash, that is in the state of an 


Iodine, unless satu- 
rated with hydrogen, is a violent local irri- 


}tant, and although the stomach has the 


power of effecting the change from a free 
iodine to a hydriodate or to hydriodic acid, 
with great rapidity, yet that change does not 
take place so instantaneously as to prevent 
the occurrence of irritation of the gastric 
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mucous surface Make the experiment on 
a dog, of introducing free iodine into his 
stomach, and you will find that although it 
be rapidly changed into hydriodic acid, the 
macous surface of the stomach has been 
phlogosed, discoloured, and probably ulcer- 
ated. But if you introduce an equivalent 
quantity of hydriodate of potash, or even a 
much larger quantity, no injury whatever 
results to the gastricorgan. Now, if iodine 
can enter the system only when combined 
with hydrogen, and if its combination with 
hydrogen prevents in a great degree its ac- 
tion as an irritant, it is evident that it should 
be employed only in the state of combina- 
tion with hydrogen. I shall have occasion 
to bring before your notice cases in which 
the tincture of iodine, both simple and 
ioduretted, failed to produce any favourable 
influence, because the irritation excited on 
the stomach prevented its employment in 
such doses as were sufficient to act on the 
disease, and in these very cases the action 
of the hydriodate of potash was subsequently 
most beneficial. I shall also have to men- 
tion to you some other cases which have 
come to my knowledge, of persons who have 
had disease removed by the administration 
of iodine in its free state, but at the expense 
of an injured stomach, and great emacia- 
tion. Indeed, from all I have seen, I have 


formed the opinion that iodine very seldom 
produces any unpleasant effects on the sys- 


tem except when employed in a free state, 
or in the form of the ioduretted hydriodate 
of potash. 1 can at least affirm, that of the 
numerous cases in which I have employed 
the hydriodate of potash, I have never seen, 
except from mismanagement, any unplea- 
sant effects result. Such, therefore, are my 
reasons for preferring the hydriodate of 
potash. I need scarcely remind you of the 


Dose and Mode in which I administer this 
Medicine. 
The Mistura Hydriodatis Potasse contains 
in every eight ounces of water, two drachms 
of the salt. Of this an adult patient takes 
one tablespoonful four times a day, or two 
ounces daily. Hence, eight ounces lasts four 
days, half a drachm, therefore, is taken 
daily. I seldom make any addition to the 
mixture, but sometimes | direct that when 
the patient takes his medicine, a little water, 
or a Jittle sirup, shall be added, provided its 
taste be complained of. 
You know I never neglect the state of the 
urine, as a means of informing me of the 
ree with which the system of the patient 
is impregnated with the medicine ; and hav- 
ing brought the urine to the state which I 
conceive to be necessary, I am still guided 
by it as to the quantity of the salt which I 
administer —just as I am guided in employ- 
ing mercury by the state of the mouth of 
the patient. In short,I give the hydriodate 
in t 





dose I have mentioned, until the | 


urine is so impregnated, that it is rendered 
as black as ink upon the application of the 
tests which I employ. In consequence of 
my practice being thus regulated, I can 
never be much imposed on by the quality 
of the salt, and this, you will admit, isa 
most important consideration, if you reflect 
on the degree to which it is often adulte- 
rated. It is only just to state, that che hy- 
driodate of potash manufactured in Dublin 
by the houses of Hunt and of Scanlan, is, 
so far as 1 know, entirely unobjectionable, 
while the salt which is imported into Dub- 
lin cannot be relied cn. Of this latter I have 
made no quantitative analysis,but I feel con- 
vinced, from its comparative action on the 
system, that it is often adulterated to the 
extent, of fifty or sixty per cent; and Dr. 
Caristison, Dr. O’SHavuGunessy, and Mr. 
Perera, have tried specimens of the hydri- 
odate of potash, in which the adulteration 
was carried to a still greater extent. 


Presence of the Hydriodate in the Secretions. 


It is remarkable how soon you may detect 
the hydriodate of in the urine of a 
patient who is taking it in full doses. You 
will always ascertain its presence in a v 
few hours. In a dog poisoned with iodine, 
Dr. O'SHavuGunessy detected the poison 
in forty minutes in the urine. It is equally 
remarkable how soon, after this medicine 
has been omitted, the urine ceases to be 
loaded with it. In general, whatever the 
quantity may have been which your patient 
has taken, or the degree to which his urine 
may have been impregnated by it, you will 
not detect more than a trace of it in this 
secretion, in the course of a few days after 
omitting its use; but this frace will often 
persist for several days. It is very clear, 
from these facts, that it is a medicine which 
rapidly enters, and as rapidly leaves, the 
system. Hence I altogether doubt that it is 
ever accumulated in the system, although I 
am sure its continued use may bring about, 
after some time, effects not at first observ- 
able. The urine is not the only outlet by 
which iodine escapes from the body. Give 
it to a nurse, and you will find it in the milk. 
In the case of Margaret Heavy, and two 
others, it existed in large quantity in their 
milk, and even in the urine of the children 
who were at their breasts. You can always 
detect it in the saliva, and I have demon- 
strated its existence in the tears of several 
patients, who had iritis with lachrymation. 

There are many tests which you may use 
for ascertaining the presence of the hydri- 
odate of potash in the secretions. Those 
employed by me you remember; they are 
quite sufficient in practice. This bottle 
contains a solution of starch; this, a dilute 
sulphuric acid; and this, a weak solution of 
the chloride of lime.. The chloride of lime 
answers equally well as, and is more easil 
obtained than, a solution of pure chlorine. 
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OF THE HYDRIODATE OF POTASH. ? 


have in this test tube a little urine from the | of the serum, and of the whole of the clot 
patient Kearnan. I add to it a couple of| of each, I adopted the process which I shall 
drops of the dilute sulphuric acid: no per-| now explain. I mixed the serum and the 
ceptible effect seems to result. I now ‘add | clot, after it had undergone spontaneous 
a swall quantity of the solution of starch,| decomposition, together in a mortar, and 
aud now a drop or two of the solution of the | passed into the mixture sulphuretted hydro- 
chloride of lime. This is the orderin which | gen, with the view of affording hydrogen to 
I generally add these re-agents, but this any free iodine which might be contained in 
order is not essential. You observed, that either the clot or the serum, and thereby of 
as soon as I added the chloride of lime, the | converting it into hydriodic acid. This pro- 
contents of the test tube were changed to a, cess being completed, I expelled by heat the 
dark blae or black colour. Now remark, excess of gas, and added carbon. of potash in 
that when J add a little more of the chloride | excess, to saturate the hydriodic acid, and 
of lime, the black colour is destroyed, and | thus form an hydriodate of potash. I then 
the liquid becomes again clear. filtered the whole, and evaporated the filter- 

For such of you as are not chemists (ifany | ed liquor to dryness. The mass thus ob- 
among you be as yet unacquainted with the | tained 1 charred in a covered crucible at a 
elements of this all-important science), I low red heat. The substance procured, I 
shall explain in a general way the mode of! pulverized it, and washed with water. The 
action of these re-agents. It is supposed water, containing whatever it dissolved, was 
that the hydriodate of potash exists in the filtered, and tested with the tests I have al- 
urine. 1 add sulphuric acid to it. This acid! ready mentioned. I failed to detect the 
has a powerful affinity for the potash of the | hydriodate of potash. The remainder of the 
hydriodate, and it combines with it, forming | water, with whatever it washed from the 
sulphate of potash, and sets the hydriodic | charry mass, I evaporated to dryness, then 
acid free. I next add chlorine. This ele- treated it with alcohol, to dissolve any hy- 
ment has a powerful affinity for one of the | driodate it might contain, and evaporated 


constituents of the hydriodic acid—for the| the alcohol. Having dissolved the resi- 
hydrogen. It unites with it, forms hydro-|duum in water, I acted on it with the tests 
chloric, or muriatic acid, and sets the iodine | for the hydriodate of potash, but in vain. I 
free. To the urine now containing free iodine, | am therefore disposed, from these trials, to 
I add a solution of starch. This substance , conclude that iodine either does not exist at 
forms with iodine a compound remarkable | all in the blood of a patient under the action 


for its blue colour, and, therefore, by its ad-| of the hydriodate of potash, or only in a very 
dition to the urine containing free iodine,| minute quantity. his is an occurrence 
the blue colour is developed. Farther, the | analogous to what in general happens; for 
compound formed by the union of starch | the more common rule is, that poisons which 
and iodine is soluble in chlorine; hence, | ap to enter the blood cannot be detected 
when I add an excess of chlorine to the! init. There are, however, several exceptions. 
compound, it is dissolved, and the liquid,| I have frequently examined the discharges 
from being of a dark opaque colour, is again | from the ulcers of persons under the ine 
rendered light and transparent. fluence of the hydriodate of potash, and 

You may suppose, that as the hydriodate| never could detect it in them. In the 
of potash can be so easily detected in the | case of Keogh, who died while labouring 
excretions, it will be found as easily in the | under an immense fungous disease of the 
blood, from which those excretions are form-| groin and penis, for which he took the 
ed. Cantv,an Italian, and Bennerscueipt, | hydriodate of potash, I could not detect 
a German, have, we are told, detected it in| this medicine in the exhalations of the 
the blood of persons who were using it me-| serous cavities, although it existed in the 
dicinally. They have, however, been more| urine which was found in his urinary 
successful than 1 have been. I lately ex- bladder after death. It would thus appear 
amined with great care both the arterial | to me that it is doubtful whether this medi- 
and the venous blood of three persons, and in cine can be found either in the blood or 
none of them could I find a trace of either | in the exhalations, while its presence is 
hydriodic acid or of free iodine. As these | most easily ascertained in ail the excretions 
results have been different from those which! which I have examined. It has been de- 
the gentlemen I have mentioned obtained,| tected by several in the perspiretion, in 
it is right that I should state to you the| the milk, saliva, and urine. 1 have detected 
process which ] adopted. 1 first applied to/| it in all these except the sweat; upon this 
the clear serum the tests which I have al-| secretion I have not made any experiment. 
ready mentioned, but failed to detect a trace | Its existence in the tears has been, so far as 
of the medicine, although the urine, the| I know, first demonstrated by me. 


saliva, and the sense Of thy enme pationte| What are the Effects produced by the Action 


viz. the ents Kearnan and M‘Lavughlin, é 
and } vt meg all of whom laboured a of the Hydriodate of Potash on the System, , 


iritis), contained the medicine in large quan-| independently of its action on diseases, 
tities, In the examination of the remainder! and of its influence on the composition of 
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the excretions? They are in general few| You know that my practice in such cases 
in number, and I have often employed this} is to cause the patient to take a quinine 
medicine antil I had accomplished the cure! mixture, as frequently in the day as he takes 
of my patient, without his experiencing any | the hydriodate of potash mixture, but I do 
other sensible influence from it than the | not combine the two medicines in the same 


general improvement of his health. 


Its most common effect, by far, is an 
increase of appetite, combined with an in- 
crease of strength and of spirits. These 
effects are sometimes very remarkable, and 
form a striking contrast with those produced 
by some other valuable medicines ; as for 
example, mercury and arsenic, their con- 
stitutional influence being almost uniformly 
followed by the very opposite states to those 
I have mentioned. 1 shall not now enlarge 
on the great advantage which the hydrio- 
date of potash affords, from this most im- 
portant power of invigorating the system, 
and of increasing the energy of the digestive 
organs. 

I have sometimes noticed this medicine 
to cause an increased secretion of urine, 
sometimes an increased action of the bowels, 


and in some cases, as in those of Kelly and | 


Roche, lately under treatment, a remarka- 
ble increase of perspiration. I have also 
known the bowels to be constipated by its 
use. ln no cases, however, excepting two or 
three, have any of these states required to be 
controlled. On one or two occasions the 
state of the bowels demanded the interrup- 
tion of the medicine, or its combination 
with a few drops of the tincture of opium. 
On others, laxatives have been required. 
have occasionally seen salivation induced 
by the hydriodate of potash. The most 
remarkable case of this kind was that of a 
child, aged about four years. It appeared 
to me the more remarkable, because saliva- 
tion from mercury is produced with so 
much more difficulty in children in general 
than in adults. In this child, and in the 
case of one adult, I was obliged, from the 
state of the mouth, to interrupt for a time 
the employment of the remedy. 


An effect of this medicine which is not, 


|mixture. I cause him to take them with 
jan interval between them of one or two 
|hours. It is a good plan to separate the 
|one medicine from the other by the meals 
|of the patient. Two or three grains of 
| quinine in solution in water, acidulated with 
| sulphuric acid, will be sufficient for a dose ; 
| and it often happens that the patient is able, 
in a few days, to omit the use of the quinine, 
without the omission being followed by a 
return of the unpleasant state of the throat 
and stomach, although he continues the by- 
|driodate of potash. I have to add that I 
{have not unfrequently observed in patients 
taking the hydriodate of potash, a state cf 
\irritation of the schneiderian membrane, 
| testified by a considerable discharge from 
| one or both nares, and uneasiness extending 
| along the nose to the forehead. 

Sometimes patients, particularly delicate 
females, while under the influence of the 
|hydriodate of potash, lose the power of 
| sleeping so much as is natural tothem. A 
state of watchfulness, in fact, takes place, 
often accompanied by feelings in the head, 
| which are variously described by different 
/persons. They are, however, seldom so 
severe as to deserve the name of headache, 
| Whenever these symptoms occur, | deem it 
expedient to administer a purgative, and to 
interrupt, for atime, the use of the medi- 


You may ask, have I not witnessed, asa 
; consequence of the employment of the hy- 
| driodate of potash, any of the terrible effects 
| Which have been said to result from the in- 
| fluence of iodine, such as emaciation, with 
| great gastric irritation, wasting of the testes 


| 
| 


land mamme, tubercles in the lungs, 
| hemoptysis, serious affections of the ner- 
| Vous system, and many other evils. I will 
;candidly disclose to you the result of my 


experience. Let me however premise, that 


very uncommon, and sometimes is trouble-| I am far from casting the slightest doubt on 
some, is a state of the throat which the! the veracity of those statements which have 
patient calls a sore throat, and says he feels'| been made on this snbject. I may have 
as if he had caught cold ; or else a state of been more fortunate than others in my 
stomach which is described by the patient} practice; this, however, 1 do not suppose. 
to be like a heartburn, along with which|] attribute the difference of the results 
there exist sometimes other symptoms of} which 1 have experienced, to the difference 
indigestion, as flatulency. In some cases/of the preparation which I have used. 
there was great indigestion caused. These From what I have seen of the action of 
affections of the throat and of the stomach | iodine employed in the form of tincture, and 
require you to give up the medicine for a) in the form of solution in the hydriodate of 
time, or combine it with quinine; and the | potash, | can have no doubt that it would 
influence of quinine is indeed very remark-|be capable, by its peculiar irritating in- 
able in controlling these states of throat and fluence, of producing the most serious con- 
stomach. This consideration induces me to sequences on the animal economy. I have 
believe that the state of the mucous surfaces, not however seen these consequences 
on these occasions, is not a state of inflam-| result from the employment of the hydrio- 
mation, but a state of a peculiar type of irvi- | date of potash ; but I shall tell you what I 
tation, | have seen. 
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OF THE HYDRIODATE OF POTASH 


On one occasion, in this hospital, from | 
some misconception on the part of either 
the nurse or the patients, two females, one 
in No. 8 ward and one in No. 4, took for 
one day donble the usnal dose of the hydrio- 
date of potash ; that is, each patient took | 
one drachm of the salt in solution. There | 
resulted in both a series of symptoms pre- 
cisely alike; there was sickness, soreness | 
of throat, colicky pains, vomiting, and | 
purging toa slight degree, frequent pulse, | 
and exhaustion. It was remarkable that | 
each of these patients attributed her symp- | 
toms to the meat which she had got on the | 
preceding day for dinner, and not to her 
medicine. This was, however, to all appear- 
ance an erroneous opinion, because none of 
the other patients in the hospital were 
affected in the same manner, although they 
had dined off the same meat. In both pa- 
tients these symptoms disappeared on the 
following day, and the only remedy adopted 
was a draught of castor oil and tincture of 
senna, with a few drops of tincture of opium. 


Several of my patients, while under the 
full action of the hydriodate of potash, were 
attacked with an acute pain in the anterior 
and lower parts of their left side, precisely 
in the centre of the superficies formed by the 
false ribs, accompanied by some cough and 
difficulty of breathing. In the cases of 
Nicholson, Conroy, and Kearnan, these 


symptoms were very remarkable. All these 
patients were bled, and some of them blis- 


tered. In all, the blood was cupped and 
buffed, in all there was considerable fever, 
and in the case of Conroy the feverish symp- 
toms were very severe, and attended by a 
dry and brown tongue. If these symptoms 
had occurred in only one case, it would 
never have entered into my mind to sup- 
pose that they were produced hy the medi- 
cine; but having occurred in so many, their 
character being in all precisely the same, I 
am ready to conclude that possibly they were 
dependent on the medivine; and yet I can- 
not say which was the organ affected. Their 
stomachs did not seem deranged. In all 
the patients the affection went off without 
much trouble. The medicine was omitted 
for a time, and subsequently resumed with- 
out inconvenience. 


1 now assure you that those which I have 
mentioned were the only really unpleasant 
symptoms which I have seen to arise in 
the hospital patients to whom I have admi- 
nistered the hydriodate of potash. I must 
here, however, observe that our apothecary, 
Mr. Cutcen, has informed me that on one 
occasion he observed purpura to arise from 
the employment of the hydriodate of potash. 
1 have never seen such an effect. Mr. Cut- 
LEN, however, declares that there could be 
no doubt on the subject, for that having 
omitted the medicine the purpura disap- 





peared, and on resuming it the purpura re- 


9 


turned. I must now tell you of a case which 
occurred to me in private. 

I directed the hydriodate of potash for a 
patient who applied to me at my own house, 
labouring under periostitis of both shins, 
accompanied by a tubercular venereal erup- 
tion. The mixture was of remarkable use 
to him. He had previously been dosed with 
great quantities of mercury. He returned 
to me for advice two or three times. Each 
time I directed him to repeat his medicine. 
He then began to think he could doctor 
himself, and for many weeks I heard no- 
thing of him. When he returned I learned 
that he had been taking for short intervals, 
from time to time, the medicine which I 
had ordered him; that he never continued 
it for more than a week, for he always 
found himself in that time free from his 
complaints—pain in the shins. Jt was not 
on account of his pains or eruption, but it 
was indigestion, with remarkable acidity of 
stomach, soreness and constriction of his 
pharynx, and emaciation, that now prompt- 
ed him to seek my advice. I directed for 
him some sulphate of quinine. This medi- 
cine, in a very few days, restored him to 
apparent health. He now again ceased to 
visit me, and I heard nothing further of 
him for several weeks more, when he called 
on me, labouring under severe headache, a 
rapid and quivering pulse, a return of his 
symptoms of indigestion; but the most re- 
markable of his complaints was a peculiar 
state of his eves,—such a state as I have 
never seen before or since. The pupils were 
dilated, and both his eyes were in a state of 
incessant motion. These motions strongly 
resembled those of a child who has conge- 
nital cataract. He found himself quite un- 
able to fix them on any object. He kept 
his hand constantly over them, asif to shade 
them from the light, yet he seemed to say 
that the light did not hurt them. He com- 
plained of constant headache. I learned 
from him that some time after he had last 
ceased to callon me, the pains in his shins 
had returned, and that he had resumed his 
old remedy, the hydriodate of potash, that 
he had taken with great advantage several 
bottles of it, and that the symptoms of 
which he now complained had gradually 
come on him. I attended closely to this 
patient from this time. 1 determined not 
to lose sight of him, let the trouble he what 
it might. I had never seen any patient 
labouring under a similar group of symp- 
toms. The state cf his eyes was must re- 
markable and unusual, and I did not feel 
certain to what this was owing. | need not 
detain you at present with all the particu- 
lars of this case. I shall probably publish 
it in full with others, but I must tell you 
the result. He was very sooa seized with 
symptoms of paralysis on one side of his 
body, these symptoms being preceded by 
muscular tremblings, He continued for 





two or three weeks in a hopeless state. The 
paralytic symptoms are, however, now going 
off. -He-is gaining strength. His eyes have 
in a great measure lost their restless c’ 
ter. His pulse is stronger and slower ; his 
headache has ceased, and I have every rea- 
son to that he will be restored to per- 
fect health, elthough he has had a series of 
the most alarming symptoms of derange- 
went of the nervous and muscular systems 
which I have ever seen. 

Were the nervous, the muscular, and the 
gastric symptoms which occurred in this 
case, owing to the influence of the hydriodate 
of potash? I think they were, for they have 
some resemblance to the symptoms which 
occurred in certain cases, in which Luco. 
had given baths of iodine dissolved in alco- 
hol. Dr. Jonny, of Meningen, has also re- 
lated a case analogous in some respects, 
particularly in the quivering of the eyes, 
But I am compelled to believe, that such 
symptoms will be found to occur, only when 
the medicine is indiscreetly employed, and 
when, in addition, there exists a certain 
peculiarity of constitution. This opinion 
I entertain because of never having met 
with a similar case among the great num- 
ber of patients to whom I have adminis- 
tered this remedy. I would say that the 
state of the system which exists in such 
eases, is analogous to that produced by the 
long-continued use of mercury, and may be 


appropriately named iodism, or iodic ca- 
ehexia, as the other is called mercurialism 
er mercurial cachexia. While it is import- 
ant for us to remember that such a series of 
symptoms may result from the hydriodate 


of sh, it is evident that it forms no 
rational objection to its general employ- 
ment As well, of course, might we reject 
mercury and arsenic and all our other 
, because when injudi- 
ciously employed, they act as deadly poisons. 
I should also re what I have already 
said, that I do not believe that such symp- 
toms result from an accumulation of the 
medicine in the system, but from a state of 
the functions produced under peculiar cir- 
cumstances ; for there was no hydriodate of 
potash to be detected in my patient’s urine, 
for a very long period before the cessatiun 
of the symptoms which I have described. 
With the exception of the case I have just 
detailed to you, | have never known ema- 
ciation to occur. Indeed, I have, as | have 
before hinted, often observed the very op- 
posite effects. 1 have found patients who 
commenced to take the medicine when pal- 
lid, thin, and exhausted, become fat and ro- 
bust. You have lately had three cases in 
the hospital which demonstrate this fact. 
You must remember Toole, in No. 8, and 
how robust she became. You may also re- 
member that Johnson, in No. 4, became a 
porpoise in size and obesity, after she com- 
menced taking this medicine. There was 
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also Holland, in No. 8, who was admitted in 
a state of the greatest debility and disease, 
and who became full of flesh, and sub- 


harac- | sequently menstruated, a change which she 


said had not occurred with her for more 
than two years. Further, I have not only 
never observed any general emaciation, but 
I have never witnessed that wasting of the 
breasts or of the testes which so many 
have described as an effect of iodine; nor 
have | ever had the slightest reason to sup- 
pose that the medicine produced, in any of 
the numerous cases in which I have em- 
ployed it, either hemoptysis or tubercular 
lungs. In short, 1 declare that it is my 
conviction that there is not in the Materia 
Medica any other medicine which is at ouce 
so beneficial as a therapeutic agent, and so 
little injurious to the system, when properly 
employed. 

One word more, and I have done for the 
present. How are we to account for the 
prevalence of such 


Discrepancies of Opinion respecting the Power 
of the Hydriodate of Potash 


|as a remedial agent. There are, in fact, 
|some persons who go so far as to say that 


it exercises no influence on the human 
body, that it is pertectly inert; while there 
are others who seem, so far as I can 
judge from their remarks, to form a very 
correct estimate of its influence. I have 
no difficulty in explaining this ditference, 
when I look around and reflect on what I 
see,— when I consider on the one hand the . 
frequency with which this medicine is adul- 
terated, and, on the other hand, the trifling 
doses in which it is commonly administered 
— doses quite insufficient to secure its the- 
rapeutic influence, for example, two or 
three grains of the salt, and this perhaps an 
impure one, two or three times a day. This 
is, indeed, approaching to the practice of 
Hahnemann. I should certainly be very 
much surprised to find much effect from 
such practice. It was natural, however, that 
practitioners should be thus cautious, in 
the first instance, in the employment of this 
remedy, being aware of the injurious effects 
on the stomach of even minute doses of 
iodine, and not having learned to distin- 
guish sufficiently between the irritative and 
the alterative action of the remedy, and 
ignorant that the degree of the one is not 
proportioned to that of the other. I have 
told you, that I poe give half adrachm 
of the iodide of potassium in the day. This 
contains upw of twenty-one grains of 
iodine. Now Luo affirms that we should 
not commence the use of iodine in larger 
doses than half a grain daily, with a grain 
and a half of the hydriodate of potash; 
and not increase it beyond a grain and a 
half, with two and a "half of the hydri- 
odate of potash. He says, farther, that he 
does not wonder that, in the practice of 
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Comper, accidents have arisen from his 
employing such large doses of iodine as 
three grains daily. Indeed, Conver him- 
self admits that he has seen bad effects re- 
sult from ¢@ drops of the solution of the 
ioduretted hydriodate, taken daily for five 


days; and Dr. Gaimpatn has seen severe | 


in eastion you must study most attentively, 
I allude to the disease of the hip-joint,— 


the “ morbus coxarius,” as it is usually 
called; a disease which is very apt to be 
overlooked in its earliest stages, when it is 
remediable, and, not unfrequently, when it is 
observed, the treatment is not, upon the 


symptoms commence, when no more than! whole, and in every respect, conductedin such 
half a grain of iodine was taken three times | a way as to prevent deformity and lameness. 
a day for a single week. Is it to be won- |The disease is sometimes confounded with 
dered at, that those persons who regulate | other affections, of which I shall have to 
the dose which they administer of the hy- | speak by-and-by; the diagnosis, the distinc- 
driodate of , by the dose which the | tion, between those other affections and dis- 
system could bear of free iodine, or, who are | ease of the hip-joint, I shal! afterwards en- 
not careful to obtain a genuine article, | deavour to indicate to you clearly and dis- 


should arrive at the conclusion that this 


most valuable agent is an inert and useless 
drug? 

When we next meet, I shall commence 
the review for which 1 hope I have now 
prepared you. You must all have, already, 
from your own observation of my practice, 
a general notion of the results, but general 
notions are not sufficient on this important 
subject; for, although this medicine con- 


trols, more or less, every form of secondary | 


venereal disease, and may, so far as I have 
investigated the subject, be given with safety 
in all, there sre some in which it exercises 
only a controlling, not a curative influence ; 
while there are several others for which it 
forms the remedy par excellence; and it is 
most remarkable, that it is the forms of 


tinctly. 

| This disease is generally met with in 
| young subjects,—in patients from the age 
| of two or three years up to the age of pu- 
| berty ; but 

' 

| The Disease now and then occurs in Adults, 
jand I have witnessed cases in which this 
disease has commenced after the age of 
sixty, and run its course; in fact, the spe- 
cimen which I now exhibit to you, was ob- 
‘tained from a patient in whom the mischief 
commenced thus late in life. The disease 
‘here had proceeded very far. It had been 
followed by destruction of the head of the 
thigh-bone, of the greater part of its neck, 
'and, as you observe, a growing together, or 
an anchylosis, of the femur and the os inno- 


venereal disease to which mercury is least! minatum was the consequence, and thus an 
suited, over which the hydriodate acts as | entire destruction of the articulation. This 
an heroic remedy, thus, as it were, com-| was a genuine case Of morbus coxarius in 
pleting our circle of therapeutic agents for an old person. Disease of the whole appa- 
every form of venereal disease. 1am not, | ratus of the joint, of the round ligament, 
therefore, going tu dispossess mercury of its | the synovial and fibrous capsules, ulceration 
well-earned high rank as a most valuable|of the cartilage, and extensive ulcerative 
remedy in the treatment of syphilis, but to| absorption of the bone (for the head and 
show that we have in the hydriodate of potash | neck have altogether disappeared), are by 
a means of accomplishing the cure of those |no means very common late in life. This 
varieties of syphilis which, from circum: articulation is not unfrequently, however, 
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stances, cannot be remedied by mercury. 





NORTH-LONDON HOSPITAL. 


CLINICAL LECTURES 
ON 
DISEASE OF THE HIP-JOINT. 
DELIVERED IN 1836, 


BY MR. LISTON. 


LECTURE I. 


I propose, Gentlemen, to make some 
remarks to you on a disease, a thorough 
understanding of which I consider it to be 
very important for you tu possess, and one 
vhich, with a view to yeur future success 


| altered considerably in form and structure 
in old people, as a result or not of injury,— 
contusion of the trochanter major, for in- 
stance. There is frequently observed in 
the bones of old people, a thickening and 
change of form, an alteration in the angle 
at which the neck grows out from the shaft 
of the femur, through inéerséitial absorption, 
an addition of new bony matter of a very 
dense consistence, with or without this alte- 
ration in form ; and this new deposit, taking 
the place of the cartilage, is capable of re, 
ceiving a very fine and durable polish. At» 
|tendant upon, and arising from, this mor- 
bid degeneration, is a certain degree of 
stiffness and retardation of movement, and in 
some instances a shortening to a very great 
extent. This does occasionally arise in sub, 
jects about the middle period of life, and I 
show you here a drawing of the section of a 
femur kindly sent me by my friend Mr, 
GuLLIvER, whom you have more than once 
heard me speak of as @ most indefatigable 
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and accomplished pathologist. In this in- 
dividual, only thirty-two years of age, the 
limb was shortened fully two inches, and 
you see that the neck of the bone has to- 
tally disappeared, and that the head has 
become flattened and expanded: the coty- 
loid cavity was altered, also, to suit this 
new conformation. These deposits no doubt 
may and do take place from injury of a slight 
kind in patients advanced in life, of a rheu- 
matic and gouty habit, and in joints which 
from any accident have been long diseased. 


Sudden Aygravation of the Latent Disease.— 
The Hip Disease in Young Subjects 
is generally attributable to some injury, al- 
though, perhaps, in many cases, the exact 
nature of the injury, and the time at which 
it was received, are not quite traceable. 
You can, in a great many cases, ascertain 
that the patient had used over-exertion, — 
had, for instance, been taken out for a very 
long walk, and, apon returning, had felt 
considerable uneasiness and stiffness of the 
limb. Perhaps, updn careful inquiry, it 
may be discovered that some uneasiness 
was felt previously, and that in a day or 
two subsequent to this unusual exertion, 
the disease began to be more complained 
of, and the disorder developed. Or you find 
that the patient has fallen on the trochanter. 
Or, again, you find that he has fallen with 
some violence, with his limbs astride, or 
spread, and, in all probability, in this way 
has very much stretched the fibrous cap- 


sule surrounding the joint, and also the) 


round ligament. 


I have met with several cases in which | 


the disease hal been going on for some 
time, but without producing any great in- 
convenience, until suddenly aggravated by 
an accident of this kind. I may shortly 
mention the circumstances attending a case 
of this description. The patient had pre- 
viously been under my treatment for morbus 
coxarius, and recovered perfectly. He was, 
first of all, brought to me with very weil- 
marked symptoms of the disease. He was 
thirteen years of age, a very interesting lad, 
and was subjected to treatment with the 
best effect. He was confined to bed, had 
blood taken from the part, and an issue ap- 
plied. In about two months he was put 


upon crutches, the joint being fixed; he| 


then went into the country, when his reco- 
very was complete, and he regained the 
perfect use of his limb, and got into rude 
health. Long after his complete restora- 
tion he returned to Edinburgh, where I 
then practised surgery, and unfortunately 
on the same day sustained a bruise over 
the trochanter, in struggling or wrestling 
with some one; and, secondly, an acci- 
dental fall, by which the whole apparatus 
of the joint was put very considerably upon 
the stretch. He was running up-stairs, the 
stairs of an hotel, quickly, in order to see 








his parents who had arrived, and fell with 
one foot up the steps of the stairs, whilst 
the other was left three or four steps lower. 
In that way the articulations were greatly 
stretched; the limb, which had been pre- 
viously affected, was highest up-stairs, and 
suffered ‘nost. Inthe course of twenty-four 
hours, the symptoms of inflammation of the 
hip-joint were remarkably developed. I 
had seen him two or three days previously, 
and the parts were then perfectly natural 
and sound, the motions of the joint free 
and unembarrassed ; but when I was calied 
in after this accident, I found the limb very 
considerably elongated, the appearance of 
the hip flattened, and great difficulty and 
intense pain in moving it in any direction; 
in bringing the articulating surfaces of the 
joint into contact, by pressure on the tro- 
chanter, the knee, or the sole of the foot, 
great aggravation of suffering ensued. 

There is one other case relating to this 
part of the subject, illustrating the sudden 
accession of the symptoms,—an aggravation 
when the mischief has been smouldering as 
it were, and a fresh injury is inflicted,— 
which perhaps you will allow me to read 
the particulars of to you; I introduce it, 
with a view to show the great care that is 
absolutely necessary to prevent blunders in 
forming a correct 

Diagnosis of Diseases of the Joints, 

in order that the treatment may be conduct- 
ed with propriety and safety. The circum. 
stances are related in the third volume 
of my “ Elements of Surgery,” under the 
head of “ Luxation of the Hip-Joint:"— 
“ In the first stage of morbus coxarius, too, 
a somewhat similar appearance and position 
of the limb is presented ; there is a length- 
ening, but then there is also more or less 
wasting of the muscles, more mobility than 
in the dislocation, and a marked history 
attached. Complicated cases occasionally 
occur—as when a patient, who has been 
labouring under hip joint disease, perhaps 
not in an aggravated form, falls heavily, and, 
on being litted up, is found to be incapable 
of moving the joint, the limb at the same 
time being elongated and having a distorted 
appearance. An instance of this nature 
impressed strongly upon me the great neces- 
sity for accurate diagnosis in the first in- 
stance, and that snch was to be acquired 
only by taking every circumstance into con- 
sideration. A young man was engaged in 
cleaning a slanghter-house, standing on two 
blocks of wood, with his legs considerably 
apart. One of the blocks suddenly slipped 
from under him and he fell with his limbs 
spread. He was carried home in great pain, 
and next day I was asked to visithim. The 
limb was elongated, the hip flattened, the 
joint stiff, and attempts at motion produced 
great pain; but by perseverance the limb 
could be put into yarious positions, and the 
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trochanter was not so much depressed as in 
luxation downwards. By cross-examination 
it was discovered that the patient had halted, 
in walking, for many weeks previously, had 
felt as if the limb was longer than the other, 
and had pain in the groin and knee; in fact, 
that morbus coxarius had been advancing, 
and the pain, immobility, and greater elon- 
gation, had been occasioned by the fall, caus- 
ing violent excitement of the morbid action 
previously in progress. Dreadful conse- 
quences must have resulted from a mistake 
in diagnosis and practice founded upon it 
I have observed in other cases great and 
rapid elongation of the limb in consequence 
of injury to the hip-joint previously dis- 
eased.” 
for instance to have treated that case as a 
case of dislocation, as it was intended | 
should do by the practitioner who sent for 
me, you would have raised up such a degree 
of inflammation as would undoubtedly have 
been followed by abscess and entire destruc- 
tion of the articulation, if not of the patient. 

We have had a good many instances of 
hip-joint disease in this hospital; in fact, 
such cases are constantly coming under our 
treatment. There was one patient who was 
dismissed cured only the other day, of the 
name of Anne Haig, five years of age, and 
who was admitted on the 9th of December 
last. In that instance, from the mother’s 
account, it appeared that at about the latter 
end of the previous September, the child 
had begun to complain of pain in the hip 
aud groin of the left side, and was observed 
to limp a little in walking. A month pre- 
vious to the appearance of these symptoms, 
the mother remew:bered that the child, while 
they were out together, slipped off the curb- 
stone, and fell; but there was then no vestige 
of bruising of auy part, occasioned by the 
fall, nor did the child complain of any pain 
in the hip for a month alterwards. Whe- 
ther she even fell on the hip or not, the 
mother did not know. When the symp- 
toms made their appearance, the child was 
brought to the hospital, and Mr. Duncan 
examined the hip, but could not discover 
any thing wrong in it. He recommended 
the application of a few leeches, and the 
child was suffered to walk about as usual. 
She was a little relieved by the leeches ; but 
in aday or two the pain in the hip and groin 
got worse; and speedily afterwards pain in 
the knee was felt, particularly during the 
night, which very much disturbed the child's 
rest, causing her at intervals suddenly to 
awake and cry from pain. A fortnight ago 
she became an out-patient of Mr. QuarN, 
who ordered leeches and fomentations to 
be applied to the neighbourhood of the joint, 
from which some 


Why now, if you had attempted | 
together removed. On the 18th I directed 





the gluteus maximus, was in a great degree 
obliterated. The limb was slightly lengthened. 
There was pain in the hip and the groin; 
and also in the knee, particularly during the 
night. The patient when made to walk, 
complained of pain in the hip, limped, and 
threw the weight of the body on the sound 
limb; when desired to sit on a chair, she 
kept the limb extended. 1 ordered some 
leeches to be applied behind the trochanter 
major, under an impression that there was 
a degree of inflammation going on in the 
tissues composing the joint. The applica- 
tion of the leeches was repeated three times, 
at intervals of two or three days, and the 
child kept at rest in bed. In this way the 
pain was considerably relieved, but not al- 


an issue to be made behind the trochanter 
of about the size of the disc of a halfpenny, 
with the potassa fusa, which discharged 
freely for some days after the separation of 
the slough. 4th Jan. The discharge from 
the issue having almost ceased, another was 
made rather higher up than the former. 
The limb speedily afterwards became quite 
free from pain, the child slept well at night, 
she took her food well, her general health 
iraproved rapitly; she took now and then 
a little alterative and aperient medicine, 
and, as I have stated to you, she was dis- 
charged a few days ago perfectly cured. 

In all cases of hip-joint disease you will 
find, upon attentive examination, more or 
less wasting of the whole of the muscles of 
the limb. ‘That there is a flattening of the 
hip in consequence of the wasting of the 
glutei muscles, and more or less oblitera- 
tion, as it is said, of the fold formed by the 
lower borders of those muscles. You will 
find that the patieut complains of pain in 
the groin, sometimes in the knee, occa- 
sionally in the ankle, and generally along 
the fore-part of the knee, over the shin, and 
in the course of the branches of the ante- 
rior crural nerve. Occasionally you will 
find the pain referred to the posterior part 
of the knee; and this is said, and perhaps 
truly, to depend on the part of the joint 
affected. ‘The pain is very seldom referred 
to the hip itself, and this corresponds with 
what you observe in other diseases. You are 
well aware that in an affection of the liver, 
for instance, when that portion of it which 
is in the region of the coronary ligament 
is involved, pain is complained of in the 
right shoulder, and but slight, if any, un- 
easiness is felt in the organ itself. Again, 
you meet with cases of stone in the kidney, 
or of softening and suppuration of that 
gland, giving rise to pain at the point of the 
penis, and, in fact, presenting ali the symp- 


relief was obtained. | toms of stone in the bladder, but without 
When admitted an in-patient under my care, | 
the report states that the nates of the left! 


pain in the regon of the kidney itself. 
There is a boy at this moment in the hos- 


side were slightly flattened, and the cleft of pital labouring under disease of the right 
the buttock formed by the lower borders of j kidney, whoge friends were induced to send 
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tients complain of pain there; much more 
frequently violent pain is experienced in the 
yard, at its very point, and pain is often re- 
ferred in these cases to the sole of one of 
the feet. One more instance, out of many, 
of pain referred to a part remote from the 
source of irritation, and I have done with 
this part of the subject. The painful affec- 
tion of the face, tic douloureux, neuralgia, or 
what you choose to call it, may as generally 
be to some local mischief, as to re- 
mote disturbance in the digestive appara- 
tus. The pain, of a most excruciating kind, 
is probably referred to the branches of the 
second division of the fifth pair, to a spot 
over the canine or first small grinder. 
There is no diseased tooth in that region of 
the mouth,—the digestive organs are scoured 
out, and again reassured with all sorts of 
tonics and sedatives to no pur You 
may, upon a more careful review of the 
jaws, find a wisdom tooth of the lower jaw, 
and perhaps even of the opposite side, in a 
decayed state ; no pain is there, however ; or 
the tooth, from want of room, perhaps grows 
horizontally, with its crown pressing for- 
ward upon the posterior aspect of the large 
grinder adjacent. The offending part is re- 
moved, and the pain henceforward ceases, 
or it becomes more bearable, and now yields 
to remedies, Jocal or constitutional, which it 
had not previously heeded in the slightest 
degree. 

if you examine a patient with hip disease 
attentively, if you tap on the parts, press on 
the sole of the foot, on the knee, or on the 
trochanter; in fact, if you do anything 
which brings the surfaces of the articulation 
into contact, you will then find the uneasy 
feelings very much increased. Sometimes 
you may find that the patient will not com- 
plain when the limb is pushed upwards, 
but when you abduct it or extend it, then 
will the pain be sensibly aggravated, and 
the sort of motion and position of the limb 
which gives rise to the pain, will depend 
altogether on the seat of mischief, and per- 
haps that mischief may be limited to a very 
small spot in the first instance. 

The ulceration of cartilage and bone to a 
very limited extent is productive sometimes 
of intense suffering. In veterinary practice 
this is often well exemplified. There can 
be no mistake then, no shamming of illness, 
nothing referable to imagination or hysterical 
disposition, —a term, by the way, very much 
prostituted and misapplied. What would 
any of you, knowing the derivation of the 
term, and well qualified to administer relief 
in such affections, say were you told that 
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you had Ayséeria in one of your joints. But 
to return, you must be aware that many 
valuable horses fitted for the race-course, 
the hunting-field, or the road, become lame, 
incapacitated from exertion in consequence 
of disease of the cartilage covering one of 
the bones entering into the formation of the 
foot ; so lame does the animal become, so 
hopeless is the affection, that the owner is 
obliged to part with him for a trifling sum, 
or to put him to death. On examination of 
the diseased parts in the first stage, an 
ulcerated spot, not more extensive, perhaps, 
than the hollow ina carious tooth, will ia 
many instances be found, but quite sufficient, 
notwithstanding its small extent, to cause 
thorough and very unmanageable unsound- 
ness. I have in my collection over the way 
more than one such specimen, and here is 
one in which the cavity is not capable of 
containing a split pea, there is no other 
mark of disease in the bones and articu- 
lating apparatus; yet, on this account alone, 
a horse, a very splendid and valuable 
animal, the property of a friend of mine, 
a captain in an hussar regiment, was de- 
stroyed, at the suggestion of one of the best 
and most experienced veterinary surgeons 
in the service, the late Mr. Castley. The 
same intense suffering is found to arise in 
the human subject, from equally slight dis- 
order in various articulations. 

You will find when the hip disease has at 
all advanced, and when the limb has become 
elongated, as shown in this enlarged copy of 
Ford's plate, representing the appearance of 
the first stage of the disease, that the patient 
is unable to rest his weight upon the limb 
at all, and he supports himself almost en- 
tirely on the unaffected one. The affected 
limb, therefore, in consequence of the pa- 
tient resting himself on the opposite one, 
appears to be lengthened more than it really 
is, because the side of the pelvis on which 
the patient rests is elevated, while the oppo- 
site one is depressed. You will find, upon 
laying a patient down, that the crest of the 
ilium on the affected side is lower than the 
other; and there is a lengthening of the 
whole limb, from the acetabulum to the 
heel. This does not arise (as Borer and 
Perit would have you to understand, without 
going further back) from any great effusion 
of vitiated secretion into the joint, pushing 
the head of the bone out of the socket—a 
notion which Sir Benjamin Baropre also 
seems to entertain, to a certain extent, in his 
excellent work on the joints, and more par- 
ticularly in his Papers in the Medico-Chi+ 
rurgical Transactions. 1 can understand 
that there may sometimes be an effusion of 
vitiated secretion into the joint, and a swell- 
ing of the membrane lining the cavity—an 
adventitious membrane formed on the free 
surface of the synovial capsule,—and that 
thus the bone may be pushed out to a cer- 
tain extent from the cup-like cavity, but 
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that can never go to the extent of causing 
dislocation. The fact is that the real elon- 
gation of the limb is to be attributed more 
to the muscles being put out of action, becom- 
ing relaxed, and, after a time, wasted, from 
want of use. In that way the surfaces of 
the articulation are not kept in close contact; 
and you are perfectly well aware that the 
ligametits of themselves, even in a perfectly 
sound state, are quite insufficient to keep 
the surfaces of bones articulating with each | 
other in perfect apposition ; as is seen in a! 





ing the last two or three years. From these 
spectabla. medion! prectitienera. the Beard 
s itioners, the 
of Guardians can have no difficulty in fixing 
asnm which may be considered as afford- 
ing a fair remuneration for the yearly at- 
tendance upon all the paupers of the union, 
without calling upon the members of a libe- 
beral profession to degrade themselves by 
making an offer of their services by public 
tender. 

Having fixed upon a sum for the whole 


limb that is paralyzed, and where the mus-| Union, all the resident, legally-qualified, 
cles become softened, pale, and inactive. | general practitioners, should be invited to 
In this disease the muscles are paralyzed, as | take their share in attending the poor, upon 
it were, through pain, thrown into a state of | condition of receiving yearly, or half yearly, 


inaction, and in that way the limb hangs 
from the body. The patient would suffer 
the greatest uneasiness froyn the cartilages 
being diseased to a certain extent, were the 
surfaces brought and kept in close contact ; 
under such circumstances you cannot expect 
that the muscles are to be put into such ac- 
tion as to keep the limb in its natural position. 
In part, then, the elongation of the limb is 
only apparent, and is attributable to the al- 
teration which takes place in the pelvis. 
But the deformity is not confined to the pel- 
vis only. You find both in the first and 
second stages of the disease, when lengthen- 
ing or shortening of the limb takes place, 
that there is also an alteration in the form | 
of the spine, from the efforts of the patient 
to keep the body properly balanced, just as 
you find is the case when one of the lower 
limbs, from any other cause, is shortened, 
such as from badly-managed fracture. 


(To be concluded.) 
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MEDICAL ATTENDANCE 
UNDER THE 


POOR-LAW AMENDMENT ACT. 


To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 
Sir: Several of the readers of Tue Lan- 


| 
} 





| their proportion of the said sum, according 


to the number of certificates held by each 
practitioner; thus ensuring to every sur- 
geon, remuneration in exact proportion to 
the trouble and expense he may have in- 
curred, and to the poor, prompt and efficient 
attendance. 

The overseers, or relieving officers, being 
furnished with the names of those surgeons 
who are willing to undertake the attend- 
ance on the poor of the Union, should give 
to every pauper who may be taken ill, a 
certificate “ that he is a pauper of such a 
parish,” which certificate the said pauper 
may take or send to any one of the nearest 
surgeons above named, whom he may pre- 
fer,—the surgeons, of course, preserving 
these certificates, and the overseers, or 
relieving officers, taking care not to give 
more than one certificate for the same ill- 
ness. As it will sometimes be necessary to 
give orders for medical attendance to per- 
sons who are not receiving parish relief, 
such cases should be paid for as extra cases, 
at so much for each case, and the relieving 
officer shonld distinguish them in his certi- 
ficates accordingly. 

Taking the mean of the distances between 
the residence of the surgeons and their pa- 
tients, as well as the average of the cases 
treated, this plan will be found to be a very 
fair one, and the surgeon will not be deprived 
of his usual practice in attending parishes 
in his immediate neighbourhood, or the 


cet have written to me in terms of appro- | poor be obliged to send to a great distance 
bation of the outline of a plan (published in | for advice aud medicine, or to a strange 
Tae Lancer of the 12th instant) for giv-| practitioner in whom they may have no 
ing attendance to the poor under the new | confidence. 
Act, and requesting me to enter more fully| If, from any local circumstances, it shoukl 
into the details, I shall willingly comply | he considered necessary to add to these 
with the wishes of those gentlemen, provid- | regulations, the addition may easily be made, 
ed you Catt spare me 4 corner in your most | hut in every attempt of this kind, I consider 
useful periodical. | simplicity as a sine gua non, and, therefore, 
The Unions should be composed of pa- |} strongly recommend the avoidance of any- 
rishes as conveniently situated as possible | thing like complicated machinery. I re- 
for the medical practitioners who will ge- | main, Sir, your very obedient servant, 
nerally be found settled in the most popu- Joun Tweepacr, M.D. 
lous districts. : __| Lynn, Norfolk, March 20, 1836. 
The number of paupers in every union | 
should be ascertained, us well as the ex- | tte 
pense incurred for medica] attendance dur- 





EPPING UNION, ESSEX. 
CONFERENCES AND PROCEEDINGS 
RELATIVE TO 


PAUPER MEDICAL ATTENDANCE. 

In January last, Mr. Power, the Assist- 
ant Poor-law Commissioner, formed eighteen 
parishes into this union. The Guardians 
having been elected, the medical relief of 
the poor became an object of much interest 
among the medical gentlemen residing in 
the Union, and they deemed it necessary to 
convene a meeting, at which some arrange- 
ment might be planned to avert the gross 
injustice practised towards the profession in 
other quarters, under the powers of the 
Poor-law Amendment Act. The mecting 
was attended by Messrs. MorGan, Cary, 
and Davis, of Woodford ; Mr.Sottry, of Wal- 
thamstow; Mr. M‘Nasp and Mr. Lort, of 
Epping; Messrs. Dosson and Gopparp, 
and Mr. Hayuock, of Haslow; and Mr. 
Rowe, of Chigwell, who acted as Chair- 
man on the occasion, when it was unani- 
mously resolved, 

“That those who are present do pledge 
themselves, as men of honour, neither di- 
rectly nor indirectly, to make overtures to 
the Board of Guardians respecting the at- 
tendance of the poor of the Epping Union, 
until another meeting has been held, when 
such measures shall be adopted as will pro- 
mote the general interests of the members 
of the medical profession generally in the 
Union, to be then conjointly determined ; 
such meeting to take place after some no- 
tice on the subject of medical relief shall 
have emanated from the Board of Guar- 
dians.” 

In accordance with this resolution a meet- 
ing was held on Tuesday, March 15th, at 
Epping-inn-place, and attended by nearly 
all the former gentlemen, together with Mr. 
Hortey and Mr. Harrison, of Hoddesdon, 
and Mr. Rrx of Matching. Mr. Rowe, of 
Chigwell, again presided, when it was 
proved, that notwithstanding the solemn 
pledge of honour unanimously given at 
the former meeting, Messrs. Dosson and 
Gopparp had actually made a tender to the 
Board of Guardians a week previously, not 
only for their own district, but also for that 
of their neighbour and friend Mr. Rix. 

The Chairman and the meeting at once 
expressed their sense of this conduct in 
such terms, that the offending parties were 
compelled to retire from the meeting. 

On the following Friday, the Board of 
Guardians held a meeting at Epping to re- 
ceive tenders, pursuant to their advertise- 
ment, for attendance on tle five districts 


into which the Union was divided for medi- | 
The advertisement stated, | — 

: . « Labourer’s Clab,”” has been read in the diflere 
‘The remuneration to the medical offi- | churches of the Caion, and placarded thronghout 


cal purposes. 
that 
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cers shall be by annual subscriptions of the Pow 
guardians, and such of the independent la- medi 
bouring poor as may be desirous of availing HF Gop, 
themselves of the proposed arraagement, reply 
within the prescribed period, according to H as tc 
the following rates (that is to say),— Unio 
Per Annum. medi 
a : mont 
“ For an individual maintaining himself or . 
herself ce. << oo desir 
Poramanandhis wife . - . .04 0 posit 
For a wife whose husband is already a mem- cal a 
ber of some benetit or sick clab - ©8306 twice 
For each child in the family, aud if one be ts 
subscribed for, all must tae a his in 
And for every person in the same family recor 
above the age of 16 years : lished 
“ Cases of midwifery are to be attended @ admit 
at 10s. each case. The guardians are to @ The i 
have the privilege of adding to the Pauper @ injury 
Schedule any name they may think proper, @ club \ 
during the contract, paying only at the same @ includ 
rate as for those originally included.” medic: 
All the medical men attended on this @ same | 
occasion, with the exception of Messrs, sented 
Donson and Gopparp, and it was proposed J and o 
to adopt the average of their last three @ the C! 
years’ accounts against their individual pa- @ appeai 
rishes, in conformity wit: what had been § posed 
agreed upon at Chelmsford, Dunmow, and @ which 
other unions. The following is a statement § tioners 
of the scale of the proposed remuneration— § blush 
ex uno disce omnes. formed 
Estimate according to Population. ' 
parishes 
EPPING DISTRICT, persons 
. s. d. & year, are 
Epping. - 2313 = 5 463 at 2 6 — 57 17 «6H immedia 
Coopersale 841 ——5= 168 at 2 6 —21 5 OM Ax indi 
Thoyden Bois 676 + 5 = 135 at 2 G—~1617 6 f pay 
, . m: = A maua 
Weald 887 —- 5= i095 t 2 G—2 7 6 A wife w 
“i. @ A some b 
se 7 6 Each ch’ 
RP ppins . —_. a scribed 
Epping ° - 2313 — 4= 3738 a2 O— 57 16 06 Every ps 
oopersale . S412-4=— 210 at2 O—21 0 0 
Thoy den 676 — 4 = 169 at 2 O— 16 18 0 The su 
Weald 887 —4= 222 at2 O—22 4 6 a 4 
Chigwell . . 18i52~5 = 363 at 2 G—45 7 6 a ol : 
—— _ every ki 
£163 5 6 plication 
In some parishes in agricaltaral districts, the Grier fre 
proportion of paupers is about two-thirds, . ros ey 
Sums heretofore received :-—Epping, 50?.; Cooper# 25:h Mare 
sale, 25/.; Thoyden, 151. ; Weald, 25/.—Total 115/, case of sic 
£s. d. , 
Chelmsford - ote March 8, | 
Writtle ee . ° -~ @.ta4 
Great Baddon ° ° ° ois 7 
Dunmow Union, the largest parish 0 1 5 
Mar-bbary ° ° ° -@13 Mr. § 
Little Leigh ° . ot: Re ll 
Hamingtield e ow 1.2 msec : 
The smaller ‘ ° ° ° ou.a4 Mination 
At 2s. 6d. per bead. of the gl 
But the proposal was wholly rejected, agg ™embra: 
the suggestion of Mr. Power, on the ple posed of 
that the number of paupers was to be dimifm Structed 
nished, by the adoption of a “ Labourers Tate exar 
Club.” * Concession to the demands of Mt a 
— ae 8 " 
* The fcliowing advertisement respecting omnang 
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Power were then firmly rejected by all the 
medical men except Messrs. Dossow and 
Gopparp, whose tenders were accepted. In 
reply to an observation made by Mr. Powrr, 
as to the peculiar situation in which the 
Union was now placed, as the present 
medical contracts expire on the 25th of this 
month, Mr. Power stated that it would be 
desirable, for the purpose of keoping his pro- 
position in view, to admit the present medi- 
cal attendants, even if it cost the parish 
twice the amount, so sanguine was he that 
his intentions would be effected. He also 
recommended atlvertisements to be pub- 
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PROTEST AND DEPUTATION 
OF MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS TO 
LORD JOHN RUSSELL, 
RESPECTING THE NEW SYSTEM OP 
PAROCHIAL MEDICAL CONTRACTS, 


To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 


Str: I beg permission to forward you, 
for early insertion in your Journal, an ab- 


lished, offering the parishes singly, so as to| *tract of the minutes of a meeting of the 


admit of the entrance of any “interloper.” | 


The injustice of this proceeding, anil the 


Bucks Modical Association, a copy ofa pro- 
test drawn up at the desire of that meeting, 


injury which the establishment of a medi ral {and a brief account of the reception and 
club would occasion in every practice, by | proceediags of a deputation which waited 


including a number of persons whom the |on Lord Johu Rass: 
j have the honour to be, Sir, your most obe- 


medical man ought not to attend on the 
same terms as paupers, was forcilly repre- 
sented; but Mr. Power was all-in‘ sential 
and obdurate, and, with the exception of 
the Chairman, not one of the guardians 
appeared either to comprehend or to be dis- 
posed to take a just sense of the claims 
which the established and respected practi- 
tioners had upon the pulic. Yet,—an! we 
blush to state the fact, a retired surgeon 
formed one of the board! 





patishes:—Labourers Sick Ciub.—Take notice, ail 
persons willing to snbdscribe to a Sick C.ud for one 
year, are rec have thi: names put down 
immediately by the gaa: cian of the pavi-h s. d. 
Au iadiv. ial mtintsining himself or herse'f, 

to poy, for one year - - - - - 6 
A mau and bis wife - - - - - : v 
A wife whose basband is alveady a member of 

some bene it oF 
Each child iu the family, 

scribed fo 


Aen 


1) 


‘ 
sick club 


and if one be suab- 
ail must - . . é és 
Every person in the family above sixteca -2 


The subscriptions to be paid quurterly, and each 
quarter’ be madein advance. The first 
Sth March. Al sous sad 
scribieg as above, will receive medic 
every kind (miiwifery excepted), on 
plication to the Docior of the Clav, and withont any 
order from the oversee:s. In cases of midwitery, 
subscribers will be attended at 10s. each case. 
persons who are hot entered as sobsciibers bets 
25h March next, mast pay their owa doctor's bills in 
case of sick ness, HN Winvus, 
Clerk t» Board of Guardians, 
Epping Union. 


own ap 


March 8, 1836. 


Mr. Scntoss, the publisher, of Great 
Russell street, has submitted to our exa- 
mination a newly-imported gigantic model 
of the globe of the eye, with its transparent 
membranes, envelopments, and vessels, com- 
posed of wax, and coloured, and so con- 
structed as to permit the removal and sepa- 
rate examination of its several parts. It is 
admirably adapted for lecture-rooms, and 
sufficiently neatly executed to ornament a 
museum. Its usefulness; however, is its 
chief recommendation. 


No. 656, 





{ with the protest. I 


dient servant, 
Roperr Cerry, 
Hon. Secretary 
AylesburY, March 19, 1836. 


At a mecting of the Bucks Medical Asso- 
ciation, held at Ay esbury on the 23rd of 
November last, Richard Steel, Esq., Berke 
har uf, in the chair, it was resolved— 

‘ fuat a protest against the twenty-fifth 
section of the first annual report of the 
r-law commissioners should be drawn 
up by the committee, which protest, after 
s@nature by mem!ers of the profession re- 
siding ia and near the county of Bucks, 
should be presented by a deputation to 
Lord Join Russell.” 

It was also resolved, — 

“That Mr. Nathaniel Rumsey of Bea- 
consfield, Mr. W. Robarts of Burnham, and 
Mr. Robert Ceely of Aylesbury, do form the 
deputation for presenting the said protest.” 

In compliance with these resolutions, the 
following protest was drawn up, and re- 
ceived the signatures of 115 medical prac- 
titioners, including those of several physi- 
cians. 

To the Right Hon. Lorno Joun Russet, 
his Majesty's l’rincipal Secretary of State 

Sor the Home Department, sc. &c. 


por 


We, the undersigned, practitioners in medi- 
cine and surgery, residing in and near the 
county of Buckingham, beg permission to 
submit to your Lordship, our PROTEST 
against certain statements contained in the 
25th section (relative to medical relief) of 
the first Annual Report of the Poor-Law 
Commissioners for England and Wales; on 
the following grounds :— 

J. Bi cause those statements are calcalated unjasily 
to impress the public mint with sentiments of dis- 
approbation, j ani saspicion towards the 
medics!) profession, 

2. Beeonse they are intended unfairly to reconcile 
the community to the adoption of a system of 
* medical relvef"’ which is incompatible with a ba- 


C 


slousy, 
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mane consideration for the sick poor, and subversive 
of the proper ends of medical exertion. 

3. Because, instead of impavniug the chzracter of 
the medical profession in general, aud of the class 
of parvebia!l surgeons in jeviar, canduur aud jus 
tice demanded that some meativn should have been 
yuate of the vast amount of their laborious and gra- 
idirous services. 

4. Because the measures adopted “as a check to 
the general expense of medical relief,” are not war 
ranted by the previeus well known inadeqnacy of 
the remaneration for medico-paruchial duties ; neither 
are they calculated “ tu secure tu the paupers the 
best treatment,” . , 

5. Beeanse the omission from the old medical 
contracts, of any provision for noo-partshiwers, arose 
from the absence of any legal ciaun for such prove 
sion, and fiom the consequent want of concert and 
seciprocity of arrangement among parishes, aud not 
from any “ expressed or implied condition ” with the 
cuntractors. 

6. Because we are sati-fied that there is no ground 
for alleging, that the charges tor won parishrouers, 
**in the great majority of instauces,” were at the 
“highest rates ;"" bat that, on the contrary, they 
have been mach below what professional usage and 
public consent bave long aud equitably sanctioned. 

7. Because, if, iu very rave instaqces, exorbitant 
charges were made for von-pasishiovers, adequate 
protection existed; while, on the other hand, our 
moterate Claims fer euch cases, promptly atiended 
Mithout a Written authority (1o avold serious incon 
venience to the patient from delay), have been in a 
great preportion of instances dishonvarably refused, 
and, therefore, wrecoverable. 

8. Because the alleged di-gracefal collusion with 
interior parish officers ts auknown to es, and we be- 
lic ve can be completely disproved by the profession 
at large; which is eutitled to require not only the 
ground of such a charge, but the exposure of any 
perpe raior Of so welatuas @ practice. 

9. Because the inference drawn in the Report, 
that a medical education recently acquired at the 
schools is equivalent tothe knowledge resulting from 
jong practice and eaycricace, is mut sanctioned by 
reflection, courtesy, or justicw; but is strangely op 
posed to universal practice and opivion. 

1". Becanse rivht feeling and sound policy alike 
detate that medico parochial duties, hum their va- 
riety, Mmperiauce, eartent, and great responsibility, 
should be smuurted to these whe have previously 
« tablished their moral and professional character, 
tual fave local ties in the neighborrhoed. 

11. Because it i- not trhe that “ the mterests of the 
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17. Because we are prepared to prove that the 
system of “medical veliet,”’ adopted so mach to the 
satisfaction of the Poor-Law Commissioners, i¢ la- 
mentably deficient as 4 prompt, humane, and edeciive 
provision for the sick poor. 

18. Beeanse sech a provision ean be devised only 
by the aid of those whehave Deen long and practically 
acquainted with the sabject; and we, ing koown 
aud deprecated (he abases of the whole 4) stem, veutare 
to cl.im aright to express our opinion that it is not 


Pertial removal of those abuses, by the latroduction 
} of a wew system, aboonding with stil: greater evils, 
aod fraught with injury to the poor of « nation long 


| consistent with poli-y or justice to attempt the - 





public aud of the profession "’ are consulted by the 
system of medical contracts by “tender,” since it | 
alfords no evidence of the general filmess of the 
* tendercy’’ for So important an oflice. 

in, Because alihough it is aseerted “that the can- | 
didate in fixing bis own terms ex wsults his own inte 
nest,” yet Rewhhot be admitted “that he considers 
toe interests aad advantages of his profession;"’ es- 
pecially when, influ need by the indacement of 
“obtaining more profitable practice '’ anjustifiably | 
held out in the Report, he is led to attempt an in- 
vasion of the 
rests of his medical brethren. 

13. Because the mode of obtaining the appointment, 
and the degra ling condition of its tenure, divest it 
of all the supposed “‘eredit,”” and vender it to the 
éxperienced and established practitioner merely a 
choice of evils. 

14. Because the “ indacements to the acquisition 
of the appointment,” by so reprehensible a mode, are 
calculated to allore a succession of uuknown and 
veedy adventurers, rather than to encourage esta 
bli-Led and experienced practitioners. 

15. Because the assumed analogy between the 
duties and advantages of an “ appointment to any of 
the chief medical institutions of the country,” and 
those of a medice- parochial office, isentirely Gctitions. 

16. Becavse lawful associations for the maiute- 
nanee of private rights and the protection of legiti- 
mate interests, arbitrarily assailed by authority, ought 
mt to be libelled with the opprobrious epithet of 
* eumbinations.”” 





private rights and justly -aequired iute- | 
’ 
| 


and with the ho 


N. Ramsey, Beacons- 
field 


W. Rodarte, Bornham 

W. Rose, High Wy- 
combe 

H. Lupton, Thame 

W. Stowe, Buckingham 

R. Ceely, Aylesbary 

W. Hayward, do. 

E. Talient, Amersham 

H. W. Remocy, Ches- 
he 

J. 4H. 

W. Edmonds. M.D 

H. Hay word, do, 

J. Fresher, Howe Sur- 

geom to the Backs 
Tuhimary 

H. Ramsey, Chesham 

W.. Sutthery, vo. 

W. R. Scanter-, do. 

J. Rem-es, M.D.,Amer- 
sham® 

T. N. Gray, do. 

T. B.ick well, do 

L. Smeathman, Great 
Miseacen 

FP. Wright, do. 

T. Camps, Berkiamp- 
stead 

R. Ste+l, F. Burlin, Sar- 
geons to the West 
Herts luficmary 

H. H. Hilder, Beck- 
hampstead 
Brown, Be: khamp- 
stead 

J Mackintoy, M.D. 

C. Sweeney, Maiket- 
sireet 

T. Sweeney, do. 

R. Wovtton, 
Langley 

R. Merry, Hempstead 

T. EB. Prentire, do, 

4. C. Rausey, Beacons- 
field 

J. Hutchinson, do. 

R.B.Siater, M.D., High 
Wycombe (though 
net personally af- 
fected) 

J. Turner, Wycombe 

G. Pairthorne, do. 

G. Hickman, 
Marlow 

W. Hickmen, do. 

T. G. Brinsden, do. 

R_ Colbourne, do. 

T. J. Hammond, Eton 

R. 8S. Morison, Datchet 

R. Mason, Slough 

W. Fergusson, M.D., 
Windsor 


m 
Ceely. Aylesbary 
od 


King’s 


Great 


celebrated for is justice aud ph lauthropy. 


3 A. Sandford, M.D., do 
F. Fowle:, do. 


G. Craeh, Loud Water 


J. Bartlet, Drepmore 

D. Macknamara, Ux. 
brudge 

W. A. Harrison, do. 

J Sti'iwell, do 

RK. Norton, do. 

W. Rayner, do, 

C. Potha, do. 

8S. Blooat, de. 

J. Crisp, Chalfoat St. 

eters 

J. L. Norris, Priaces 
Ri,vorvwgh 

J.T. Savory, Wendover 

R. P. Dewsbary, Tring 

R. J. Mowry , do. 

5. B. Lupton, Thame, 


You 

H. W. Reynolds, do. 
K. Lee, do 
G. Wakeman, do, 
T. Kuight, Beil 
G. Wills, Whitcharch 
4 Cowley, Winslow 
G. Cowley. do. 
J. W. T. Wynter, do. 
E. Pope, do. 
J. Scott, Bockinghom 
T. Perkins, do, 
E. W. Haslop, do. 
E. Svatham, do, 
J.T Kirby, do. 
J Bloudell, do 
W. Davis, Bicerter 
W. Dawson, do. 
T. Dawson, do. 
G. Woodward, do. 
C.J. Brick wel! ,Banbary 
C. Brickwell, do. 
T. Brayne, do. 
H. R. Brayne, do. 
R. Bray ne, do. 
D. F. Tyerman, do, 
J. Wize, do. 
T. H. Lewis, Stony 

Stratford 
R. M. Freeman, do. 
C. Loe, do 
J. Kogers, Newport Pag- 

nell 
E. Daniel, do. 
C. H. Kipling, do, 
J. Arrowsmith, do, 
R. Collison, do. 
F. Gee, Brackley 
R. Gee, do. 
T. Collier, do. 
R. Jones, do. 
S. Ganutlett, Olney 
C, Aspray, do. 
T. Aspray, do. 





* Although not personally interested, bot in jns- 
tice to the poor, to the science, and to the profession, 


by the authorities. 


pethat the subject will de recomsioered 
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G. H. Grindon, do. S.W. Clarance,Thaxted, 


W. H. Green, Woburn, Essex 
Beds. J.G. Bishop Maidenhead 
T. Parker, Wobarn C. Williams, do. 
E. Oley, Leighton Buz- R. Goolden, do. 


rard J. West!', do. 
P. Wagstaf, do. M. Cooper, Windsor 


The deputation, which was kindly ac- 
eom by Sir W. L. Young, bart., M.P., 
- Rickford, Esq., M.P., had the ho- 
nour of an interview with Lord John Rus- 
sell, on Thursday last, the 17th inst., at the 
Home Office. 

After stating to his Lordship how strong 
a feeling had been excited in the profession 
by the tenor of the twenty-fifth section uf 
the commissioners’ report, the deputation 
proceeded to explain the most important 
points in the protest. They then detailed 
the various grievances existing under the 
arrangements of the commissioners reia- 
tive to “ medical relief,” as they affected 
the sick poor, the community, and the pro- 
fession. They particularly dwelt on the 
evils arising out of the appointment, in 
many instances, of a redaced and insuffi- 
cient number of medical officers to greatly 
extended districts,—on the various modes 
of contracting, especially by tender,—on 
the general inadequacy of the compensation 
allowed,—on the injuries inflicted on those 
practitioners who decline to accede to the 
terms and conditions imposed,—on the un- 
just and injurious subjection of the medical 
officer to the relieving officer,—on the utter 
disregard of the representations and advice | 
of medical men,— on the unmerited and de- 
grading treatment which they have generally 
received from the authorities,—and on the 
injury that must inevitably accrue to the 
poor, to the public, and to medical science. 
Pacts were then stated in illustration and 
confirmation of the several points alluded 
to. The deputation disclaimed being under | 
the influence of factious or unworthy mo | 
tives, strongly insisted on the sacrifices 
continually made by the profession in be- 
half of the needy and indigent portion of 
the community, and declared the willing- | 
ness of medical practitioners to acquiesce | 
in arrangements which did not involve a 
compromise of the respectability of the 
profession, or the sacrifice of its just inte- 
rests. They contended and proved that the 
evils arising out of the present scheme of 
medical relief were of such magnitude and 
importance as to claim his Lordship's atten- 
tion, and they were willing to hope that this 
earnest appeal for his Lordship’s inter- 
ference would be successful in procuring 
the substitution of a measure founded on 
enlightened and liberal principles. 

Sir W. Youn, although approving of the 
general operation of the Poor-Law Amend- 
ment Act, thought that the medical arrange- 
ments made under it stood in great need of 
revision. . 

Lord Joun Russrix having perused the 





protest, and patiently attended to the ob- 
servations and arguments of the deputation, 
stated “that he had not heard of such com- 
plaints from any other quarter,” but promised 
to see the commissioners, and inquire into 
the subject. 

The deputation assured his Lordship that 
the medical journals teemed with such com- 
plaints, and that he might take the present 
manifestation of them, as a sample of the 
general feeling of the profession. They ac- 
counted for the delay in the presentation of 
this protest, begged permission to leave 
with his Lordship a concise ‘‘ Statement of 
the Complaints of Medical Men against the 
Provisions for Medical Relief adopted by the 
Poor-Law Commissioners,” and, thanking 
his Lordship for his polite attention, with- 
drew. 





The Homeopathic Medical Doctrine, or 
“ Organon of the Healing Art :” a New 
System of Physic. Translated from the 
German of S. Haunemann. By C. H. 
Devrient, Esq., with Notes, by S. 
Srratrex, M.D. Dublin: Wakeman, 
1833. pp. 332. 

Mac eop’s “ bread pills,” the infinitesimal 

doses of the homeopathists, and the infinite 

doses of Morison’s poison, typify three sys- 
tems of treatment which, each in its way, 
prey either on the public health, or the 
public pocket, and reflect ignominy on the 

medical profession. The poisoner—by a 

license of speech more than poetical —self- 

styled, “‘the hygeist”—hygeia meaning in 

Greek Aealth, and, therefore, only by the 

figure “lucus a non lucendo,”~-arrogated 

by that dealer in death, to designate a 

health-destroying, instead of a health-pre- 

serving system, its ordinary acceptation,— 
the arch poisoner, we say, has presented to 
the public a gross caricature of the doctrine 
of enormous doses, of incessant purgations, 
of salivations to a quart a day, of exhaust- 
ing the veins of the poor, and of starving, 
until, as in the rabbits of Magendie, the eyes 
almost begin to ulcerate. By the bread-pill 
system, sometimes called by our neighbours 
“medicine expectante,” people are not 
killed; they are only allowed to die. Teach- 
ers and practitioners who are disciples of Ro- 
derick, expertly show how unhappy persons, 
whose miserable lot it is to fall under their 
care, may be mocked with a julep, or witha 
drachm of cold water, or with a crumb of 
bread, in the agonies of sickness or the pains 
of death. However far beyond the pale of 
C2 
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humanity these persons have placed them- 
selves, yet for the sake of the unhappy and 
miserable we step out of our way to cntreat 
them to hesitate in their habit of abandon- 
ing their patients to the mercics of discase 
and the proteetion of bread pills. 
Homeopathy or the infinitesimal sys- 
tem holls a middle place between the 


HAHNEMANN’S 





bread-pill medicine, “ medicine expectante,” | 
and the high-dose schools caricatured by} 
the slaughterers of the “ College of Health.” | 
Hahnemann is a German. Like Mesmer, | 
he has been persecuted into importance in 
his own country, and, like the magnetiser, 
he has sought a refuge in Paris, the stave of 
continental Europe, where homaopathists, 
as well as mountebanks, and men of science, 
may hope to play their “ tricks before high 
heaven.” The now venerable propounder 
of homeeopathy, in his seventieth year, 
shortly after quitting the ascetic village of 
Coethen, and appearing in Paris, married a 
very young wife, thercby, in the eyes of the 
profane, abandoning the fundamental prin- 
ciple of homeopathy, and throwing himself 
into the arms of the allopathic contraria 
contrariis curentur, 

The first dissertation on homeopathy 
appeared in Hufeland’s Journal for 1796; 
the “Organon” in 1510. Rau, Bigelius, 
and a few eminent men, embraced its dog- 
mas, which, Dr. Stratten states, flew like 
lightning over Europe, and now, preached 
by its journals, discussed in innumerable 
volumes, and practised by its disciples in 
different quarters of the world, will proba- 
bly maintain its existence among a minority. 
The Organon has been translated by the re- 
spectable Jourdain into French, and has 
already attained a fourth edition. The 
English translation before us is by a non- 
medical writer, but revived by Dr. Stratten. 

The origin of homeopathy is sufficiently 
characteristic. Hahnemann was engaged 
in translating the Materia Medica of Cul- 
len, when, on arriving at the description of 
the cinchona bark, “ he became all at once 
fired with the desire of ascertaining its 
mode of action. Whilst in the enjoyment of 
the most robust health, he commenced the 
use of this substance, and in a short time 
was attacked with all the symptoms of in- 
termittent fever, similar in every respect to 
those which that medicine is known to cure, 
Being struck with the identity of the two 
diseases, he immediately diviued the great 





truth which has beeome the foundation of 
the new medical doctrine of homeopathy.” 

A considerable portion of the Organon is 
devoted to an examination of the prevailing 
philosophy of therapeutics, which is reduci- 
ble, according to its author, to three sys- 
tems, founded on separate principles :— 
Allopathy (from aos, different, and a9os, 
suffering), and antipathy, and homeopathy 
(Guo.os, similar, same, and 290s), Allo- 
pathy endeavours to remove maladies by 
exciting some different action in the organi- 
zation incompatible with the diseased action, 
to cure inflammation by bleeding, chronic 
inflammation by blisters or tartar emetic, 
chancres by the cautery. Antipathy looks 
to one main symptom, and combats that 
alone; it prescribes strong doses of opium 
in pain, because this substance soon be- 
numbs the feeling, plunges a burnt hand 
into cold water, or a cold body into a warm 
bath.* 

Homeopathy, regulated by the maxim 
similia similibus curentur, assumes that re- 
medies, or the different articles of the Ma- 
teria Medica, administered to healthy men, 
induce disease ; and that diseases occurring 
naturally, can only be cured by the aid of 
the particular medicine which is capable of 





* The two first systems may be derived 
from the writings of Hippocrates. Compare 
De Natura Human. 27, 28; De Flatib. 2, 3. 
According to Aphorism ii. 22, evacuation 
cures diseases arising from repletion; while 
repletion cures diseases caused by evacu- 
ation; and of different diseases the contra- 
ries cure them (Tay &AA@y } awevaytiwsis). 
Contraria contrariis curentur was the first 
law of treatment laid down by Galen. See 
Method. Medendi, 80, c. Hahnemann 
cites a passage from the Hippocratic book 
Tlep) toxwy tw Kat’ kyOpwrov, which may be 
paraphrased: —‘ Diseases are excited by 
things, which, exhibited during their course, 
cure them (8.4 7@ 5ucia vodoos yiveras, Kal 
bia 7h Spore mpoopepdueva ex voreivtav 
iyialvovra:). The writer goes on to give se- 
veral instances of homm@opathic treatment. 
We refer the reader to the whole conclusion 
of this remarkable book, commencing at the 


° 
we 


medicine. In one place it is said, “‘ Some 
diseases should be treated by their contra- 
ries, whatever they may be, or whatsoever 
their cause; others by medicines exciting 
similar diseases (ra de roiow duoncw, did 
te ¢o} wal do’ Srov éyévero): so in the 
great Greek physician, nothing is exclusive, 
It is the prerogative of genius not to be led 
astray by its own discoveries. 












50th section, for a philosophical view of 
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“ ORGANON OF THE HEALING ART.” 


exciting the entire group of symptoms bear- | mopathic) which employs against the 
ing the closest resemblance to those of the | totality of the symptoms of a natural disease 


lsenee hi . il a medicine that is capable of exciting in 
Can a ae gee Oe yas healthy persons symptoms that closely re- 


degree of energy. semble those of the disease itself, is the only 
Sulphate of quinine, given to healthy per- | one that is really salutary and which always 
sons, produces symptoms of the ague for | annihilates disease. or the purely dynamic 
which it is a specific, say the homeopa. | #berrations . the = powers, in on i 
cists; mercurial preparations induce symp- [Prom and perfect mannet. | In thi 
toms, local and constitutional, resembling | when, by adding to an existing disease a new 
syphilis; the vaccine eruption combats the | one that resembles it, she cures it promptly 
tendency to small-pox ; the ordinary effects | and effectually.” 
of hyosciamus are, vertigo, delirium, stupe- Hahnemann is nowhere more felicitous 
faction, mental aberration, the leading fea-| than in attacks on allopathists. The follow- 
tures of which are jealousy and irascibility ; | ing criticism on the ordinary prescription, 
when these hallucinations exist, this remedy | ;perjts the attention of Dr. Paris and Dr. 
is indicated; the arnica montana produces |, T, Thomson. 
the same symptoms as contusions, and cures 





all kinds of contusions or blows. “Every appearance of treating disease 
effectively and to the purpose, disappeors in 

Homeopathy may be thus briefly sum- | their manner of associating various medicinal 
med up :— substances to constitute what they call a 
| prescription, and time has not only rendered 

‘Ist. There is nothing for the physician | this association sacred, but has converted it 
to cure in disease but the sufferings of the | intoalaw. They place at the head of this 
patient; and the changes in his state of | recipe, under the name of basis, a medicine 
health, which are perceptible to the senses, | that is not at all known in. regard to the ex- 
that is to say, the totality or mass of symp- | tent of its medicinal effects, but which they 
toms by which the disease poiuts out the | think ought to subdue the principal charac- 
remedy it stands in need of; every internal | ter of the disease admitted by the physician ; 
cause that could be attributed to it, every | they add to this, one or two substances 


occult character that man might be tempted | equally unknown in respect of their operas 
to bestow, are nothing more than so many | tion on the system, and which they destine 
idle dreams and vain imaginings. either to fulfil some accessory indication, or 
“2nd That state of the organism which | to increase the action of the basis; they then 
we call disease cannot be converted into | add a pretended corrective, of whose speci 
health, but by the aid of another affection | medicinal virtues they have no better knowe 


of the organism, excited by means of medi- | ledge; they mix the whole together, some- 
cines. The experiments made upon healthy | times adding either a sirup, or a distilled 
individuals are the best and purest means | water, which likewise possesses distinct me« 
that cuula be adopted todiscover this virtue. | dicinal properties, and imagine that each in- 

“3rd. According to every known fact, it | gredient of the mixture will perform, in the 
is impossible to cure a natural disease by | diseased body, the part that has been assiyned 
the aid of medicines which have the faculty | fo it by the imagination, without allowing it- 
of producing a contrary artificial state or) se{f to be disturbed or led astray by the other 
symptom in healthy persons. Therefore, | articles that accompany it,—a result which no 
4 the allopathic method can never effect a real | one could reasonably expect. One of these 
cure. Even nature never performs a cure, | ingredients destroys, either partly or wholly, 
or annihilates one disease by adding to it| the operation of the other, or gives to it, as 
another that is dissimilar, be the intensity | well as to the remainder, a different mode 
of the latter ever so great. of action altogether, which had never been 

“ 4th. Every fact serves to prove that a| thought of, so that the effects calculated on 
medicine capable of exciting in healthy per-| could not possibly take place. This inex- 
sons a morbid symptom dissimilar to the | plicable enigma of mixtures often produces 
disease that is to be cured, never effects any that which neither was nor could have béen 
other than momentary relief in disease of | expected, a new modification of the disease, 
long standing without curing it, and suffers | which is not observed amidst the tumult of 
it to reappear, after a certain interval, more | symptoms, but which becomes permanent 
aggravated than ever. ‘The antipathic and/| by the prolonged use of the prescription. 
purely palliative method is therelore wholly Consequently, a factitious malady, joining 
opposed to the object that is to be attained, | itself to the original one, aggravates the 
where the disease is an important one and | primitive disease; or if the patient does not 
of long standing. use the same prescription for a long time, if 

“ Sth. The third method, the only one to| one or several be crowded upon him sacces- 
which we can still have recourse (the ho-| sively, composed of different ingredients, 











greater debility will at least ensue, because 
the substances which are prescribed in such 
a case have generally little or no direct re- 
ference to the principal malady, and only 
make a useless attack upon those points 
against which its assaults have been the least 
directed. 

“Though the action of every medicine on 
the human body should already have been 
discovered, still the physician who writes 
the prescription does nut often know the 
effect of one in a hundred. Mixing several 
drugs together, some of which are already 
compounds, and their separate effects im- | 
perfectly known, in order that such a con- 
fused mixture should be swallowed by the | 
patient in large and frequent doses, and then | 
to expect from it a certain curative effect, is | 
an absurdity evident to every unprejudiced 
and reflecting individual. The result is con- 
sequently the reverse of that which they 
expect to take place in so precise a manner; 
changes certainly take place, but not one| 
among them is either good, or conformable | 
to the object that is to be attained. } 

“I should like very much to see that which 
tg called a cure, by a man working thus blindly | 
in the bodies of his fellow creatures.” 

It is well known that the Hahnemannists 
give their remedies only in excessively mi- 
nute doses, the effects of which, they say, 
do not decrease in the same proportion as 
the quantity of the medicinal substance is 
diminished, but according to the following 
order:—If a drop of any medicinal sub- 
stance produce an effect a, the tenth of a 
drop will produce an effect 5, the 1000th an 
effect 5, the 100,000th an effect , and soon 
progressively. 

We cannot give a more extended view of 
Hahnemannism now, nor shall we attempt to 
discuss its pretensions, or to point out what 
appear to be some of its absurdities. Hah- 
tiemann rises often into a marvellous sort of 
philosophy, and sometimes throws a flash of 
light over dark, uncertain, unexplored, and 
unknown regions. In his attacks on other 
aystems of medicine,—on all the long range 
of glorious minds, from Hippocrates, Galen, 
Sydenham, and Boerhaave, to Cullen, the 
reader scarcely knows which to admire 
most, the innovator’s effrontery, his extra- 
vagance, or his acuteness. 

On the philosophy of therapeutics, it is 
not very fashionable to trouble ourselves in 
England ; and many a veteran practitioner 
would probably be embarrassed, if asked on 
what principle, whether of allopathy, of an- 

tipathy, or of homaopathy, he prescribes his 








HAHNEMANNISM.—SMALL- POX. 





geois Gentilhomme, we talk prose all our 
lives without being aware of it. But we 
apprehend that, in general, few persons 
who reason on the subject, would acknow- 
ledge any other standard or test of the effi- 
cacy of medicines, than experience; in the 
first instance, men administered remedies 
on all the various principles which analogy 
suggested, bat only admitted, according to 
the inductive philosophy, their utility, when 
experieuce confirmed the anticipations of 
a-priori reasoning. 

Therapeutics can only diminish the mor- 
tality, and limit the duration of sickness ; 
the mortality and sickness can be accu- 
rately determined ; let, then, all the rival 
sects, and let the Hahnemannists, honestly 
report all the cases which they treat, and if 
they do not, in acute diseases, lose two pa- 
tients where the English practitioner would 
only see one die,—if their cases did not 
linger double the usual time—we may be- 
lieve in Hahnemannism. It is only by the 
same numerical method that empirics, fa- 
natics, and sceptics, can be silenced. 








GERMAN JOURNALS. 





Horn's Archiv. fiir Medic. Erfahrung, &c. 


On looking over the first four numbers of 
this journal, we find, among other things 
worthy of notice, the following cases. The 
first is a case of 


CONFLUENT SMALL-POX PRODUCED BY CON- 
TAGION FROM A VARIOLOID ERUPTION. 


A young woman, who bore on her arm eight 
very distinct marks of vaccination, was 
seized with malaise, heaviness about the 
head, feebleness in the limbs,,pain in the 
neck previous, and at last fever, a few days 
before the birth of her first child. The fe- 
ver, and its accompanying symptoms, were 
very high on the following lay; labour 
pains set in on the third day, although de- 
livery was not expected to take place before 
fourteen days later; a severe attack of vo- 
miting and purging now came on, and a 
healthy child was born at midday. On the 
following morning a few spots appeared on 
the face, and the fever diminished ; the erup- 
tion was evidently of a varioloid nature, 
and extended a Me 8 to the rest of the 
body. The eruption continued for three days, 
and then dried off without producing the 
slightest accident. The child, who had not 
been removed from the sick chamber, 





draughts and mixtures; for, like the Bour- 


nursed by another female, was covered with 
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pimples on the fourth day after birth, which, 
on the following day, presented the appear- 
ance of a highly confluent smal!-pox, and 
terminated fata y in three or four days. 

is case occurs in the Archiv., May, June, 
p- 443. 





PROLAPSUS RECT! RETURNED BY A PECU- 
LIAR OPERATION, 


A man, twenty-nine years of age, had suf- 
fered from his childhood under prolapsus 
recti, and was in the habit of restoring the 
intestine without any aid. On ore occa- 
sion, when the rectum prolapsed, he cut a 


branch of willow, which divided, a few inches | P 


from the end, into two lateral prongs, and 
holding the pronged portion between his 
fingers, forced up the other end into the 
rectum, and thus restored the gut; how- 
ever, on continuing the pressure too long, 


PROLAPSUS RECTI.—FOREIGN BODIES IN THE RECTUM. 





he had the misfortane to introduce the 
whole instrument within the rectum, which 
he was unable to withdraw, on account of 
the elasticity of its branches. After the 
lapse of eight days, the patient was seized 
with acute pain in the breast, and compelled | 
to seek medical assistance ; he ascribed the | 
pain to the foreign body in the rectum, ' 
whose length he described as being some- 
what more than four inches. The excre- 
tion of urine and fecal matter was perfectly 
regular, and nothing could be discovered by 
an examination made per rectam; some 
doubts were entertained of the truth of his 
story; however, laxative medicines were 
ordered, and anotber physician sought to 
discover the foreign body in the lower in- 
testine, but without success. The patient 
now complained of frequent tenesmus, dy- 
suria, avd severe pain in the vesical and in- 
guinal regions. Warin fomentations, lave- 
ments, &c., were employed without any ad- 
vantage, and the patient was soon compelled 
to keep his bed. The author now saw the 
patient for the second time, about two 
months after his first visit, and, on exami- 
nation, found to his great surprise one prong 
of the instrument projecting through the 
skin covering the gluteus maximus, and a 
little to the right side a fluctuation, which 
was opened, and allowed the second prong 
to he seized; the operator was now fortu- 
nate enough to separate them at their angle; 
of junction with the stem, and withdraw, 
each through the same opening. The in-'| 
strument was much larger than the patient 
had described it to be. Each prong was 
fully nine inches in length, and the handle 
of the fork two inches long, with a diameter 
of three quarters of an inch, The man felt 
much relieved after the operation, but hec- 
tic fever set in, and he sank in five weeks; 
thé examination of the body was not per- 
mitted by the friends. } 


Cases of foreign bodies in the rectum | 
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are not numerous; the following are pro- 
bably unknown in our medical literature :— 


A party of debauchees, wishing to play a 
trick on a woman of pleasure, cut short the 
briscles of a pig's tail, which they forcibly 
introduced into her rectum, the thick end 
upwards. Severe pain was the immediate 
consequence; the mucous membrane was 
irritated or perforated by the bristle stumps, 
and tenesmus set in; a portion three inches 
in length projected beyond the anus. The 
patient's state was very distressing. MM. 
Morcuettis was called upon on the sixth 
day. He conceived the idea of preparing a 
iece of cane so as to intro‘luce one end of 
it into the rectum and thus isolate the foreign 
body from the wall of the intestine. He 
then attached a firm chord to the end of 
the pig's tail, which was passed into the 
tuhe; the latter was gently pushed up into 
the rectuin, and when its extremity boi 
reached beyond the extremity of the foreiz” 
body, both were extracted together without 
difficulty or pain. The patient felt imme- 
diate relief, and all unpleasant symptoms, 
the vomiting and fever quickly disappeared. 

Buzzant relates thatin the year 1777 he 
extracted at Turin, with a crooked fish-bone, 
from a man’s rectum, a teacup, which the 
latter had introduced into the rectum for 
the purpose of dilating the canal. Now.er 
relates the following case:—A gentleman 
had introduced into his rectum a long glass 
phial: it was impossible to extract it, and 
obstinate constipation was the result. ‘The 
neck of the flask constantly slipped away 
from every instrument that was placed round 
it. At length a child of eight or ten year's 
old was directed to introduce his hand pro- 
perly oiled, into the gut and seize the foreign 
body. This manceuvre succeeded. In 1813 
Tvrrex extracted a flask of crystal from 
the rectum, but he was obliged to break jt 
up beforehand. Cusrance, in 1829, ex- 
tracted an earthen pot. A pestle was intro- 
duced and struck with an iron bar, while the 
fragments were removed with the forceps. 
In one case Desau tt was forced to break 
up a chimney-sweeper’s scraper with a 
lithotomy forceps and then extract it. A 
patient under the care of Professor Lx- 
BER, at Vienna, attempted to procure an 
alvine evacuation by introducing into his 
rectum a piece of wood one foot long, and 
nearly an inch thick. On examination the 
foreign body could barely be reached by the 
finger ; the lower end was perforated with a 
gimlet, and the body was extracted after a 
great deal of difficulty. In another case, 
which happened to Professor Von Retnvern, 
the point of a bit of wood could be felt 
under the false ribs, and the respiration was 
extremely difficult and painful. The portion 
of wood was extracted with a forceps. 
Several inflammatory symptoms followed, 
but they were removed by proper treat- 
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ment. -A worknian while in’ the act of 
satisfying nature, fell down and a piece of 
wood four inches and a half long, entered 
into his rectum. The foreign y ‘re- 
mained in that situation for a year ; gave 
rise to fistulous abscess, and was finally ab- 
stracted by Dantencamp in,1829. Lastly, 
Kern and Watrtuer have each extracted 
a shoemaker's pincers from the rectum.— 
Page 517. 




















DISCHARGE OF WORMS THROUGH THE 
SKIN, 

Cases of discharge of worms through the 
external surface of the body are now and 
then recorded in the annals of medicine. 
The theory of perforation can now no longer 
be admitted, since it has been demonstrated 
that worms are not furnished with any appa- 
ratus capable of perforating the living tissues. 
Another explanation must, therefore, be dis- 
covered for this curious phenomenon. We 
may quote the following case communicated 
to the Royal Society of Copenhagen by Dr. 
WENDELBOE :— 

On the 28th of February, 1829, the author 
was called on to attend a female, thirty years 
of age, who for the Jast fourteen days suf- 
fered under the effects of a blow that had 
given rise to the development of a tumour 

















red and hard, and in a few days opened 
spontaneously, giving a fetid, ichorous dis- 
charge. The whole surface now became 
dark and gangrenous ; the howels obstinate- 
ly constipated for three days, and the abdo- 
men painful. A purgative lavement brought 
away a good deal of hard excrement, and 
gave much relief. As the woman was very 
weak, she was ordered some decochinz with 
light nourishing diet; the bowels were regu- 
lated with enemata, the tumour dressed 
with lint dipped in decoc. chin. and tinct. 
myrrh. Under this treatment healthy gra- 
nulations sprang up. However, on the 6th 
of March the patient perceived, for the first 
time, that some air passed through the 
wound, and it was evident that the abscess 
communicated with the cavity of the abdo- 
men. On the removal of the dressings in 
the morning two ascarides were found in 
the lint, and a third was sticking in the lips 
of the wound. A powder composed of Sem. 
Santou, Rad. Valer, aa., 5ij; Rad. Jalap. 
3.88; Rhei 3i; Salis Seidlii 338; was now 
given thrice a day. This produced the 
evacuation of several ascarides mixed with 



















in the left inguinal region. The tumour was | 


CUTANEOUS DISCHARGE OF WORMS.—NEW PREPUCE. 






FORMATION OF A NEW. PREPUCE. 

In the number of the 4rchiv; for July and 
August, amongst other detached papers, we 
find at p. 645, “ A Memoir on some Experi- 
ments towards the Formation of a New 
Prepuce.” By Professor Svirzer. Com- 
municated to the Royal Soviety of Medicine, 
Copenhagen : 

Case 1.—Peter Ritterberg was a sailor; 
the opening of his prepuce was excessively 
small, scarcely four lines in di r. In 
the year 1829 he was received into the sea- 
man's hospital for venereal ulcer of the pre- 
puce. Calomel was administered to saliva- 
tion without any benefit. Ozondi’s method 
was now tried, and after the use of eight 
grains of the sublimate, the ulcers all healed 
except one at the superior angle of the open- 
ing of the prepuce. The patient now left 
the hospital, but returned after three months 
with a gonorrhea; this latter complaint 
was treated in the usual way, but still some 
excoriations continued to exist between the 
prepuce and glans, rendering copulation 
very painful. An operation was, therefore, 
decided upon. However, instead of slitting 
up the prepuce from before backwards, ac- 
cording to the common method, or, accord- 
ing to the advice of Ferrier, simply dividing 
the inner lamella, the operator determined 
on endeavouring to ake a new prepuce, as 
Dieffenbach recommends; especially as he 
had reason to expect that the inner lamella 
of the foreskin was hardened, or, perhaps, 
united to the glans from the effects of the 
preceding inflammation. The operation was 
conducted in the following manner; the 
external lamella was drawn back as far as 
possible, and divided by a circular incision 
at the orifice of the prepuce; the external 
plate was now separated from the internal 
as far back as the posterior edge of the 
glans, during which dissection the arteria 
dors. penis was divided and tied. The inner 
lamella was now divided from behind for- 
wards with a bistoury, and completely re- 
moved as far back as the posterior edge of 
the glans penis. 

The bleeding was now arrested by cold 
water, and the external lamella having been 
brought forwards and doubled inwards, so 
far that the edge of the wound lay 
behind the corona glandis, was bound in 
that situation with strips of sticking-plaster. 
The member was now bathed in the lotio 
saturni, mixed with a little vinegar, and the 
patient ordered a cooling powder every two 
hours; towards evening the pulse began to 








slimy mucus through the wound, which 







p. 41, 








rise, but he slept well; on the third day 


continued up to the 12th March, when the | some purulent matter was discharged bhe- 
bowels were opened in the natural way for| tween the 
the first time. From this period the wound’ glans; an ir. 
gradually healed up, and the woman was|in under the prepuce, and the sticking- 
cured on the 20th of. the same month—| 


newly formed prepuce and the 
joules was accecrdingly thrown 


plaster carefully wed e second or 
third day. At ie terminxtion of three 
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y united 
was 


weeks the lamella was perfect! 
behind the glans, a part of which 
covered. 

_ Case 2. Carl Wundgaard was received 
into the hospital on the 10th of April, 1830, 
to be treated for phymosis. The prepuce 
was divided on the inferior surface as far | 
back as the frenum, and the wound healed 
in ten or twelve days. The operation, how- 
ever, did not fulfil the intended object, as 
the man was hitherto unable to cover the 
glans, especially when in erection. The 
operation described in the former case was 
therefore performed. It is necessary to 
notice that the inner lamella of the prepuce 
was very thick and indurated, while the 
foreskin itself was shortened by the previous 
incision, and it was impossible to reflect the 
external lamella. Towards evening some 
severe inflammatory symptoms set in, but 
were got under; a purulent discharge soon 
took place, and on the eighth day the patient 
was suddenly seized with cramps in the 
abdomen and sense of suffocation about the 
heart; the penis was greatly swollen, and of 
a dark-blue colour; the man himself very 
feverish ; it was evident that a collection of 
arterial blood had taken place under the 
skin of the glans; cold compresses were 
immediately applied, but without effect, and 
in two hours it became necessary to make 
an incision of two inches and a half in the 
integuments of the penis, which gave exit to 
some large clots of blood, evidently arterial ; | 
an erection now happened to take place, | 


well 





and the arter. dorsal. penis immediately | 
began to throw out blood; it was tied, and 
in a quarter of an hour all the symptoms | 
were considerably alleviated. The whole| 
member was now enveloped in compresses 
of whitewash and vinegar. The wounds 
soon healed under this treatmeot, and, not- 
withstanding the last incision, a good por- 
tion of the glans was covered with a new 
prepuce.—p. 651. 





THE LANCET. 


London, Saturday, March 26, 1836. 
-—~e- 


In the present Number of Tae Lancet 
will be found a variety of documents re- 
lating to medical contracts in the new pa- 
rochial Unions. One of the articles is well 
calculated to relieve the mind from much 
of the gloom which has, for some time past, 
hung over it, arising from the numerous 
evils which the conduct of Boards of Guar- 
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diaus, sanctioned by that of Poor-Law Com- 
missioners, ,has been so well calculated to 
produce. The protest which has been pre- 
sented by the deputation from the medical 
practitioners of Buckinghamshire will be 
read with peculiar interest, and its contents 
will prove to the medical practitioners of 
the United Kingdom, that the members of 
the medical body who are resident in one 
county, at least, are prepared to discharge 
their duty to themselves, to the profession, 
and to the country. 

But what further is to be done? Why, 
let all the medical practitioners of the king- 
dom follow the excellent, the admirable 


|example which has been presented to them 


by the gentlemen of Buckinghamshire. The 
noble Lord, the Secretary of Stare for 
the Home Department, informed the depu- 
tation, “that no similar complaint had 
“reached him from the practitioners be- 
“ longing to any other part of the country.” 
From this declaration, it is quite evident 
that the hundreds of complaints which have 
been dispatched to the Poor-Law Commis- 


| sioners have not been forwarded by those 


gentlemen to the Home Office. In this fact 
there may be, or there may not be, found 
an important neglect of duty. The present, 
however, is not a favourable opportunity for 
discussing that portion of the subject. 
What, then, we repeat, isto be done? To 
what measures must practitioners resort, in 
order to rid themselves from the oppression 
which the working of the existing poor-law 
system is hourly perpetrating? Why, we 
again reply,—Deliver your protests at the 
Home Office, not only against the last Re- 
port of the Commissioners, but against all 
the atrocious enormities which do and must 
arise from consigning over the unhappy and 
destitute sick poor, to the merciless treat- 
ment of a set of needy, characterless, adven- 
turers. A number of protests is wanting, as 
well as a great number of protesters. The 
applications to the Home Office, on the part 
of the aggrieved members of the profession, 
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fact, without this salutary kind of agita- 
tion, no relief can or will be gained. Men in 
office are as prone to be listless and le- 
thargie as other individuals, and the sweets 
of office, the luxuries, and the dignity and 
importance, which are consequent upon 
oceupying elevated positions, have a tend- 
ency to withdraw the mind from a con- 
sideration of those questions which bring 
with them the bitter fruits of self-reproach. 
Agitation then is the word. Without it, no 
emancipation from the insolence and thral- 
dom of Poor-Law Commissioners and their 
upstart agents, will ever be obtained, or 
ultimately secured. 

One thing, however, should be borne in 
mind, namely, that all the “ protests” the 
“ disclaimers,”’ and the “ objections,” which 
can be presented to Lord Jonn Russext, 
will lose what onght to be their due weight, 
unless we can offer to the view of his Lord- 
ship some plan that does not exhibit any of 
those great obstacles to a satisfactory ad- 
justment of the contract question, which 
have hitherte obstructed the whole of the cal- 
culations and prospects of the professional 
body. Some of the proposals are, un- 
doubtedly, advantageous in many respects, 
and may be fairly regarded as ameliorations 
of the objectionable system ; but we have 
not yet seen one which, in our opinion, con- 
tains even what ought to be considered as 
an approach to a fair compensation for the 
honoureble discharge of the practitioner’s 
duty. This, then, after all, is the great 
stumbling-block. Here is one of the great, 
the main roots of the mischief. Inetead of 
consigning the poor to the “ medical ” care 
of miserable creatures who hang about the 
portals of Somerset House, competent pay- 
ment should be secured by law to the re- 
spectable resident practitioners of every 
Mistrict, and in this view of the question 
we cannot avoid expressing our approbation 
of the scheme of Dr. Tweepa.e and those 
gentlemen who agree with him on the sub- 
ject. But even in that proposition there is 
no security for cficient payment. We ut- 


terly deny that the sick poor ever can be 
justly treated in the hour of pain and need, 
at the rate of from two to five shillings a 
head per annum. The thing is impossible. 
The impossibility is apparent after a mo- 
ment’s reflection. Time for consideration 
upon such a point is not wanted. There 
may, indeed, be practitioners who would 
consider it to be their duty to attend a sick 
person at a distance of seven miles from his 
residence for six months, visit him daily for 
that period, furnish him for twenty-six 
weeks with all the medicine that may be 
required by the nature of his malady, and 
all this for the beggar’s sum of five shil- 
lings. But how many of such men are to 
be found? Nowhere are persons to be met 
with whose circumstances will admit of this 
profitless bestowal of their time? And yet 
there are Poor-Law Commissioners and 
Boards of Guardians who, shielding their 
own cruel decisions under that damnable 
spirit of competition which exists among 
rival parties, can place their hands and 
seals to contracts of so degrading and 
abominable a description. 

In the House of Commons we have stated 
that it is a scheme for destroying, and not 
for protecting, the poor; and experience 
gives the stamp of truth to this declaration. 
Who, then, is to remain quiet, what man is 
to retire to his pillow with a peaceful mind, 
when he knows that thousands of his fellow 
creatures who, during a long series of years, 
have been engaged in the habits of peaceful, 
honest, industry, are left ta writhe in agony 
under the neglect of some stony-hearted 
monster who has made a pen-and-ink en- 
gagement to relieve his wants and adminis- 
ter to his sufferings, or are handed over to 
some wretch, who makes the victim of one 
calamity that of a hundred others, by sub- 
jecting him to the operation of 2 series of 
experiments, for the purpose of obtaining 
“ useful practical experience in his profes- 
sion?” Ah! the truth will out, sooner or 
later, that in making nine-tenths of the 
amedical contracts in the parochial unions, 











in m 
ever 
turer 
theca 
skin 
payi 


the c 
obligz 
with 


ways 
other 
The s 
ment 
house 
timon 
of the 
medics 
patch 
—the 
inan 
We 
they p 
missio 
regard 
in thi: 
and ju 
every 
kingdo 
law is ; 
to the 
princip 
tioners 
titled t 
well of 
profess 
consists 








six 


nd 
il- 


net 
his 
yet 
snd 
eir 


ong 


and 


not 
nce 
ion. 
n is 
ind, 
llow 
ars, 
eful, 
ony 
rted 


inis- 
er to 
one 
sub- 
es of 
ning 


ofes- 













no regard whatever has been had to the 
moral character of the medical contractor,— 
a point of almost greater importance in sach 
engagements, than even professional ability. 
Never, in short, was a greater outrage offer- 
ed to the humane feelings of the country, 
than when it was determined to consign 
the sick poor to the hands of the lowest 
bidders for the contraets. So flagrant has 
been the rule observed in this respect, that 
in many places no kind of testimonial what- 
ever has been offered by the medical adven- 
turers, except their certificates from Apo- 
thecaries’ Hall, or pieces of blotted sheep- 
skin from the College of Surgeons,—thus 
paying less attention, in such agreements, 
to the manner in which the conditions of 
the contract shall be fulfilled, than to an 
obligation for supplying an Union Workhouse 
with flour, meat, or apparel,—the perform- 
ance of these latter engagements being al- 
ways guaranteed by the efficient security of 
other responsible and respectable persons. 
The same caution prevails in the appoiat- 
ment of governors aad matrons of work- 
houses. They are required to produce fes- 
timoniale of moral character; but nothing 
of the kind is demanded from the unknown 
medical contractor,—the tool who is dis- 
patched from the Office in Somerset House, 
—the casual observer of an advertisement 
in a newspaper ! 

We tell Ministers, unequivocally, that if 
they persist in allowing the Poor-Law Com- 
missioners thus to conduct themselves with 
regard to the profession and the sick poor 
in this country, they will become objects, 
and justly so, of detestation and hatred, to 
every honest and inteiligent person in the 
kingdom. Such an administration of the 
law is a_national calamity. It is a scourge 
to the afflicted. It is a violation of every 
principle of justice. The medical practi- 
tioners, therefore, of Buckingham, are en- 
titled to the best thanks and gratitude, as 
well of the nation as of the whole of their 
professional brethren, for their manly and 
consistent conduct in presenting a-protest 
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to the Government against a system, the 
distinguishing feature of which is signalized 
by every attribute that can be revolting to 
a humane mind. 





At too late an hour in the week to allow 
of our giving in the present Number of Tae 
Lancer any details of its contents, we have 
received some copies of a little pamphlet of 
about twenty pages extent, with the follow- 
ing title : — ‘ 

* QuackerRY; ITs Daynoer, Jnuarre- 

NALITY, AND INgustice; tHe Causes oF 

irs Sucerss; tar Best Means For its 
Suppression. 

Addressed to all Classes of the Community.” 

The profession may thus see, that, urged 
by the imminent peril of the community, 
we have at least one helpmate in the field, 
who is attacking the bydra-headed monster 
with its own all-powerful weapon,—the 
press. The effort is most timely and vigo- 
reus, and with the warmest recommenda- 
tion of the pamphlet, we urge upon our 
readers to procure it, and add to their store 
of arguments, while their energies are stimu- 
lated by the perusal, new and convincing 
reasonings with which, in their several 
circles, they also may attack the merciless 
death-dealing nostrum-mongers, who range 
with unparallelled audacity and impunity, 
unchecked, throughout every county of the 
empire, 

An appendix to the essay contains a 
“Form of Petition for the Abolition of 
Quackery.” The pamphiet is printed at 
Bath by Mr. Grass, and is announced as 
procurable from “all booksellers,” price 
sixpence. The name of a London pub- 
lisher should have been attached, to facili- 
tate the supply of orders in town; but we 
have no doubt that the author, Dr. Cuaries 
Cowan, of Bath, the able translator of M. 
Lovis’s “ Researches on Phthisis,” will at 
once take care that copies shall be furnished 
to some London house, where orders given 
to booksellers in any part of the kingdom, 
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may be easily executed through their agents 
in town. In the meantime, however, as the 
name of the London publisher may not be 
so quickly known, we beg to state, that 
copies shall be obtainable by the trade at 
Tue Lancer office, if the printer at Bath 
be directed to consign a parcel to the care 
of our publisher, who will act as gratuitous 
agent on this occasion. 





Revarive to the report of a trial at the! 
late Lincoln assizes, which will be found in| 
another part of our columns this week, we 
shall merely state our opinion that the Home 
Office has acted with the most perfect pro- 
priety in the institution of the prosecution. 
The supply of subjects to our schools of 
anatomy has become much improved, and 
dissection has now lost many of its horrors 
in the eyes of an intelligent community. 
This growing advantage cannot be secured, 
unless the provisions of the Anatomy Act 
be fully enforced, so as to prevent a recur- 


rence to the odious and disgusting practices 
of the resurrectionists. 








INTERCEPTED LETTER. 

“My pear Sir: From the hurry I hap- 
pen to be in, (having just had to attend a 
professional summons), it was not in my 
power to reply to that part of your most in- 
teresting letter which relates to my unsatis- 
factory interview with Mr. Sprine Rice; 
and 1 was also prevented from thanking 
you, and expressing my feelings of gratitude 
for the communication you made, and the 
delicate mode you adopted, to warn me 
against certain parties with whom | am ne- 
cessarily compelled at this time to come in 
contact. However, while i am _ perfectly 
aware of the high moval feelings which 
prompted you to address me on this subject, 
rest assured that I am perfectly and inti- 
mately acquainted with the individual to 
whom you allude. But I appreciate no less 
your anxieties on my account, and am al- 
ways grateful to my numerous friends for 
the hints or suggestions they may make, of 
whatsoever kind. 1 must, indeed, contess 
to you, that I am fully aware of the want of 
principle and high moral feeling of all the 


and more particularly of him, whose | ing 





actions it is quite proper that 1, as the re- 


presentative and head of the profession, 
should justly estimate. The fact is, my 
dear friend, that circumstanced as I have 
been, and acting so important a part as I 
am, in that great drama of life to which 1 
appear to have been destined by an all-wise 
Providence, 1 have been obliged occasional- 
ly to co-operate with individuals of the most 
contemptible description. 1 have been ne- 
cessarily brought into close contact with 
such persons; but while they have been 
flatter ing themselves that they have been de- 
ceiving and making use of me, for their own 
selfish purposes, do not suppose that I have 
not made my use of them. I have observed 
human nature in every aspect and grade of 
life. I have made it my business to study 
men and women in every possible condi- 
tion, and from the Court of St. James's down 
to the College in Pall-mall East, and from 
the princess to the lady's maid, I have found 
human beings, generally speaking, all alike! 
Doubtless 1 have met with many pious and 
good men in the world; but the mass have 
been hypocrites, turncoats, and adventu- 
ters, caring for no human being but them- 
selves, and ready to perform all kinds of 
filthy services to answer their own ends with 
the good men. My dealings have always 
been straight-forward and liberal ; but with 
the rubbish 1 bave ever taken good care to 
deal just as they have endeavoured to deal 
with me. Diamond cut diamond, has been 
my motto. With no one have I been more 
guarded than with the surgical knight. But 
contemptible as he may appear to you, he 
has in many ways, and at many different 
times, answered my purposes. I consider 
him as legitin.ately educated, and in every 
way accomplished, for carrying oa the pure 
trade of surgery at the west end of the town. 
Although he may have occasionally attended 
such cases as ought exclusively to be the 
property of the pure physician, yet he has al- 
ways adinitted its impropriety, anu never pre- 
tended to defend his conduct on such occa- 
sions, publicly acknowledging the policy and 
propriety of purity, both in surgery and in 
physic, upholding the advantages deriva- 
ble from this subordinance, and declaring 
the necessity of having in the profession alow 
and uneducated class of medical men. In all 
these respects our sentiments perfectly ac- 
cord, and are in perfect unison. I am also 
free to confess that he has sought every 
opportunity of calling in a physician when 
he could find any plausible excuse for doing 
30, whilst he has very justly expected that 
the pure physician, in his turn, should call 
in him, whenever he could find out any ex- 
ternal symptom of disease. In this way he 
has been useful to me, and 1, in turn, to 
him. Times, however, as ydu know, are 
sadly changed, and patients will not now 
often submit to this species of double ‘ thong- 
. I was so situated that 1 could not 
avoid assisting bim in his court intrigues; 
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PROSECUTION FOR 


I was compelled to do so to please Sir W. 
K., but IL risked my reputation in the part I 
took to promote his interests. 

.“ From all that I have now stated to you 
you will perceive how unnecessary it is to 
caution me about this sanguineous knight, 
and I think you will see the necessity of my 
occasionally employing, and, at all events, 
of bringing over to our side of the question, 
the most audacious hypocrites and apos- 
tates. Buonaparre laid it down asa rule 
to employ talented and accomplished sconn- 
drels, as well as able and good men; but 
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short-sighted as to permit any of us who are 
connected with the old system to have a 
finger in the pie, I therefore prognosticate 
that all those who have participated in the 
benefits, and who have derived emoluments 
from students, either by large hospital or 
large class fees, will be considered ineligible, 
and disqualified to hold any office in the 
new establishment. Iam, however, aware 
that many of our friends are anxious to ob- 
tain office, and I think it extremely probable 
that the sanguincons knight has been in- 
triguing for a place; neither should I be 





then he watched them closely. 1 follow his | surprised if he was, by some of his oblique 
example, and after a long and extensive ex-| mevements, to surmount the apparently 
perience of thirty-seven years, ‘I find that| overwhelming obstacle of his connection 
all mankind are to be had at a certain price. | with the close borough in the Strand, and 
While woman is to be overcome by flatter- | leave poor King’s College in the lurch. I 
ing her personal vanity, men are to be got/ consider him as a perfect Aarlequin—an 
over by filling either their purses or their| actor of the highest powers,—a most re- 
stomachs. 1 have had occasion lately, in| markable humbug. It would be very incon- 
particular, to experience the soothing influ- | sistent for me, in my high position, to as- 
ence of a good dinner to one physician,|sume any character but that of an ultra- 
and of a rich patient to another physician. |Tory. My whole life has been uniform and 
You may recollect how rapidly Doctor Sey-| consistent. J am no apostate; but the 
mourn wheeled about from the liberal party \knight will cast his eyes upon the ground, 
in the College, and gave up his eternal) and talk of the propriety and necessity of 
chattering the moment I sent him to the | adopting /ideral measures, while in an hour 
Countess of J———v, telling her ladyship | afterwards he is actively employed with his 
that Seymour possessed consummate skiil | own particular clique in concocting measures 
in diseased ovaria; 1 must resort to some|of monopoly. He reminds me of the holy 
expedient of the same kind, to alter young | padre who, while seducing his victim, im- 
W———v’s tone. He has all the vanity of} plored her to pray for the manifold blessings 
his poor father, and the pertness of his | which had been bestowed upon her during 
mamma’s family, so that 1 have not the least | life. Your faithful Friend, 


doubt that ] shall easily be able to puta stop | 
to his awkward liberalism. Sir Bexnyamin 
still feels exceedingly tender at the opposi- 
tion which the Doctor made to the Baronet’s 
jobbing at St. George’s, and it will not be a| 
very easy matter to get them again on good | 
terms with one another. Never was any- | 
thing more absurd than Bropir’s attempt, 
in the bitterness of his heart, to revenge 
himself by sinking so many thousand pounds | 
in building a school. Byron has aptly ob- | 
served, 

* Revenge is sweet, particulaily to Women, 

* Pillage to Soldie:s, Prize-money to Seamen !’ 


“B. H. 
** May-fair, March.” 





INDICTMENT AT LINCOLN ASSIZES 
FOR 


BODY STEALING. 


On Tuesday, March 8th, 1836, at Lincoln, 
Robert Andrew, apprentice to Mr. Jackson, 


| surgeon, of Moulton, was indicted under the 


Had his lordship seen the jobbing at St.| provisions of the Act 2nd and 3rd Wm. 4, 
George’s, he would have introduced pure} c. 75, for unlawfully having in his posses- 


surgeons into his distich. 


| sion in the parish of Moulton, on the 15th 


“As to the Metropolitan University, 1, of November last, a dead body, without 


have already told you, that I fear our game | 
Had it been a pure Whig measure, | 


is up. 


being licensed as the statute provides; 
another count charged him with procuring, 


there might have been some chance of our|or causing to be procured, the said body, 


altering, delaying, or even frustrating, the 
plan. But from the circumstance of its 
being a favourite scheme of the radicals, in 
fact originating with them, I have no hope. 
The establishment of an institution to grant 
to the Dissenters the privileges of our an- 
cient and venerable institutions, must be of 
primary importance to a Whig-radical go- 
vernment, and we cannot suppose that in 





framing their charter, they have been so 


and thereby violating the common law. 

Mr. Amos, in opening the case against 
the defendant, said that the indictment was 
brought under the twelfth section of the 
Act, which enacts that it is not lawful for 
any person to carry on or to teach anatomy 
in any place, or receive or possess for ana- 
tomical examination, any deceased body, un- 
less such party shall have given notice and 
received a license from the Secretary of 
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State's Office. The learned gentleman then , Rev. Dr. Moore and the Rev. C. Moore was 
to call the following witnesses. | then read, from which it would appear that 
Benj. Skeath said, I am sexton of the|he had bought the body of two strangers 
parish of Moulton. Mr. Andrew is an ap-| for 2/, that it was introduced into the house 
ntice to Mr. Jackson, surgeon there. In| between 1 and 2 o'clock on the Sunday 
ovember last, Geo. Lucas died in the pa-| morning, and that his master knew nothing 
rish; he was buried on the 12th. I ob-| of the transaction until he saw the body in 
served, on the Sunday following, that the | the presence of the magistrate and the other 
sods over Lucas's grave had been disturbed. | witnesses. 
1 fetched a probe, and tried the grave, but| Mr. H.J. Nivett, of the Home Office, was 
found the coffin there. After the service 1| called to show that no license or certificate 
mentioned to the Rev. C. Moore my sus-|had been granted from the Secretary of 
picions ; he sent me tothe deceased's friends, | State's office either to Jackson or Andrew. 
to obtain leave to open the grave. It was| Mr. Andrew, being called upon for his de- 
opened between two and three in the after- | fence, said that his master had persuaded 
noon, when I found that the screws had | him to take the blame, in order to screen 
been taken out of the coffin, the lid lifted | himself from the consequences, and that he 
up, and the body was gone. I then| (Jackson) endeavoured to put off the search 
went with Mr. Moore to Mr. Jackson.| until the evening, that he might get the 
Mr. Jackson came to us: the first words | body out of the way. To prove this state- 
he said were, that the body was of no use | ment, be called 
to him, and he thought it would be of none} Emanuel Andrew, who said that he went 
to Mr. Andrew. Mr. Moore told Mr. An-| to carry his brother some clothes on Satur- 
drew we should search for the body, and if| day night the 14th of November, when Mr. 
he had anything to do with it, he had better | Jackson gave his brother permission to go 
confess. Je found it in a garret: Andrew | home with him that night, and he did not 
showed where it was. The head of the| return till siz o'clock on Sunday morning. 
corpse was skinned, and the skull cut off| Oa Sunday the 22nd, Mr. Jackson rode up 
just above the eyebrows. The defendant | to witness's garden-gate, and a conversation 
assisted in putting the body into the coffin,| took place between his brother and that 
and it was reinterred. Mr. Jackson wished oe the purport of which was, that 
to put off the search till evening : he begged | he (Robert Andrew) should take all the 


for two hours delay. | blame of the late discovery upon hitmself. 


Wm. Smith, constable of Moulton, re- | Witness could not recollect the precise words 
membered going to Mr. Jackson's on Sun- | used upon the occasion. 
day. Mr. Andrew unlocked a trap-door| Rebecca Button was also called, but her 
which led into the garret. I there sawa/ evidence failed to throw any further light 
dead body lying on the table, with the skull | upon the transaction. 
and part of the head gone. On the table} In summing up the evidence, the Judge 
were several lancets and knives, and a book, | observed that what had been done was en- 
entitled “ Dissections.”. Mr. Andrew said | tirely contrary to the provisions of tne Act. 
that he would show me one of the finest | His Lordship made some remarks upon the 
muscles | ever saw in my life, knowing, as |“ singularity” of that part of the brother's 
he said, that I was something of a judge in | evidence, wherein he deposed to the general 
such matters; he then took a knife from| purport of a conversation with Jackson, 
the table, opened the stitches of the left | and said it was most strange that he (de- 
breast of the corpse, and showing the mus-|fendant’s brother) could not recollect any 
cle, said, “ This is what causes the arm to| part of the conversation, or the arguments 
go forward.” The defendant then said that | used by Jackson to induce Andrew to take 
he would make the family any recompense |the blame to himself. After remarking 
they desired, for all surgeous had such| upon the difference between the brother's 
things. On Mr. Andrew being told that | testimony and the depositions of the pri- 
he had left a turn-screw in the coffin, he | soner before the magistrates, the Judge left 
frankly owned that such was the case. | it for the Jury to say whether Andrew was 

The Rev. C. Moore gave the following ac- | the party who had in his possession a dead 
count of the conversation relative to the | body contrary to the regulations imposed by 
body :—“I said to Andrew, ‘If you have | the Act. 
not the body, you may as well go with the | After a short consultation, the Jury re- 
sexton and show him over the premises for | turned a verdict of guilty, but recommended 
the satisfaction of the public.’ Seeing him | him to mercy, as they believed he was not 
in trouble, I said, ‘ 1f you have the body, | aware of the Act. The Council for the pro- 
you may as well say so, for we must search | secution also said, after what had taken 
the premises.’ His answer was, ‘I have place, they did not press for a severe punish- 
the body, but I bought it;’ and in answer | ment, and the defendant was liberated for 
to a question from his master as to where |the night, upon his brother’s becoming 
the body was, he said it was in the garret.” | bound for his appearance on Wednesday 

The prisoner’s examination before the | morning to receive judgment. - 


\ 








Jud: 
pup 
Wari 
a fin 
to p 
a fo 

TI 


since 
frou 


VERD 


To 
ldth 
ham 
taken 
symp 
ral pe 

autind 
as | 
medic 


natte 
arseni 
hanite 
tumoni 
was a 
taken. 
stomac 
any of 
was, th 
poison. 
know, 
taining 
aminat 


which | 
examin: 
coroner 
their ve 
I am so 
given. 


Isling 


IMPERFECT INQUEST. —GASTRODYNIA. 


On the next day, Wednesday, Mr. Justice 
eon proceeded to pass the sentence 
upon him. He said, that Andrew, as a 
young man, might not have been aware of 
the offence he was committing, but he (the 
Judge ) felt it was necessary to inflict some 
punishment upon the present occasion, as a 
warhiug, and as be was unwilling to inflict 
a fine which the defendant would be unable 
to pay, he must submit to be imprisoned for 
a fortnight, 

This is the first conviction undcr the Act 
since its passing in Angust, 1832.—Abridged 
frou the Lincoln Mercury. 





VERDICT WITHOUT SUFFICIENT EKVIDENCE. 


To the Editor..-Sin: On Tuesday, the 
15th instaut, | was sent for to see a person 
named Moses Samuel, who was said w have 
taker arsenic. He certaialy exlidited those 
symptoms which arise after taking 4 mine- 
ral poison, and, accordingly, | gave him au 
autidote, and cleansed the stomach, as weil 
as 1 could, with the stomach-pump. No 
medical aid was sought for until two hours 
and a halt had ejajsed aiter taking the sup- 
posed poison, and the patient died in a short 
time after 1 had visited him) On the Thurs- 
day following, an inquest was held on the 
body by Mr. Stirling. The deceased's cou 
fession, and the statement of a person who 
sold some arsenic to him, were the only 
matters put in as evidence that he had taken 
arsenic. A woman, with whom he had co- 
hanited, said that she bought him some an- 
timonial wine, which he took ; but no proof 
was adduced that antimonial wine was 
taken. I saved some of the contents of the 
stomach, but could not detect arsenic by 
any of the usual tests. ‘I'he medical evidence 
was, that the man probably died from some 
poison, but what kind the witness did not 
know, stating that the only means of ascer- 
taining the fact was by a post-mortem ex- 
amination, which the jury did not think 
proper to enforce. A verdict was returned, 
* Died from taking Arsenic.” Now no person 
saw arsenic taken, and it could not be disco- 
vered by analyzation? Is not this a case 
which absolutely demanded a post-mortem 
examination? And would not a medical 
coroner have advised the jury to withhold 
their verdict until it bad been performed ? 
1 am sorry to say, that no such advice was 
given. } am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Bensamin Bernarp Earpvey. 

Islington, March 22, 1836. 





NORTH-LONDON HOSPITAL. 
GAST RODYNIA. 
Wrttram Ovett, etatis saz 38, a farmer 
residing in Bedfordshire, admitted Dec. 22, 
1835, ander the care of Dr. Exriorson. He 
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is of a spare habit, has never been addicted 
to drinking, and has usually enjoyed very 
good health. Two years since he was seized 
with severe pain at the epigastrium, not in- 
creased on pressure; loss of appetite, fre- 
quent vomiting, depression of spirits, pal- 
pitation of heart, and obstinate constipa- 
tion, which continuing for some time, and 
gradually increasing, obliged him to consult 
a medical practitioner, who supplied bin 
with medicines, which afforded considerable 
relief, and, at the same time, ordered him 
to rub into the chest tartar-emetic oint- 
meut, the result of which was an abundant 
eruption of phlyzaceous pustules; which 
healed wih difficulty. In June, or July 
last, these symptoms became unexpectedly 
aggravated, and have been increasing to the 
Gate of admission. 

Ilis symptoms now consist of dull, aching, 
aud snaw ing pain jn the epigastric region, not 
increased on pressure or inspiration, aggra- 
vated after eating, but relieved for ashort time 
by waruw diiuks, more particularly spirits, 
vr Wine and water. Lle is exceedingly low- 
spiiited, cannot sleep, and is worse in the 
moruing than at night. Complains of vio- 
lent paia across the umbilical region, aris- 
ing, doubtiessly, from _constipation, the 
bowels having been confined tor two or 
three days; his appetite is tolerable, al- 
though he occasionally vomits, and suffers 
from palpitation. No pain in head or chest, 
and auscultation reveals no abnormal con- 
diiiou of the thoracic viscera ; wine passed 
in large quantities, but thick and turbid; 
tongue calerably clean; pulse 84, natural. 


BR Acidi Hydrocyanici Niij; ex Aque 
Menthe Piperita f. 3iss. Sta quaqne 
hora sumatur, 

Extract. Colocynth. Compos. gr. x, 
quague nocte hora somni sumatur. 


December 24. Paia of stomach relieved, 
but still complains of want of sleep. 

28. Much better; bowels relieved daily ; 
pain in chest removed, but irritability of 
stomach continues. Auge Acidum Hydro- 
cyanicum ad Njiv. 

January 2, 1836. Stomach irritable. Auge 
Acidum Hydrocyanicum ad yv. 

5. Acidi Hyd. Wvi. Sta quaque hora. 

10. Although pain of stomach still re- 
mains, he expresses himself as considerably 
better than on his admission ; bowels con- 
tinue constipated. 

R Acidi Hydrecyanici nyvi; 

Eger Olei Crotone Tiglii m4, omni 
nocte sumatur. 


January 16. Occasional pains, want of 
sleep, and great coldness of the back. Per- 
gat in usu medicorum. 

19. The dose of the acid not subduing the 
irritable condition of the stomach, increase 
the dose to nine minims; complains of 
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griping and pinching from the oil. Omitte 
oleum crotone, ejusque loco capiat Extract. 
Colocynthidis Compositi grana decem omni 
nocte. 

26. Pain much relieved, but still per- 
ceived after dinner. 

31. Improving gradually. Sawmatur eger 
ferri sulphatis grana tria, ter quotirlie. 

February 1. Pain nearly gone, though 
some remains in the back and loins. 

3. Sulphatis Ferri gr. iv, ter die. 

15. Discharged cured. To take with him 
a supply of his medicine. 





Operation on tHe Jaw.—Ann Struther, 
the patient who was operated on on the 
7th of February, and whose case we re- 
ported in a late No., has continued to im- 
prove; the wounds have completely healed ; 
the tumefaction has almost entirely gone ; 
she is in good health and spirits, and the 
cheek on which the operation was per- 
formed looks nearly as well as the other. 

March 15. Has not had one bad symptom, 
and is now in excellent health and spirits 
The space occupied by the tumour and af- 
fected bones is gradually diminishing in 
size. 





DistocaTion or tue Parerta.—John 
Fullard, aged 17, was admitted Sept. 4. 
1835. Whilst struggling with some of his 
companions he struck his knee against one 
of them, and immediately fell, being unable 
to stand. ‘The patella was situated upon the 
external condyle, resting upon its inner 
border, the articular surface looking out- 
wards. For the reduction the shoulders 
were raised, the knee was extended, and the 
whole limb was bent as much as possible 
upon the pelvis. With considerable force, 
pressing on the elevate! margin of the 
bone, the reduction was soon effected. 

Sept. 7. There is a little effusion within 
the synovial membrane, for which, on the 
following day twenty-four leeches were 
applied, which had the effect of reducing 
the swelling consijlerally. On the 13th the 
joint was bandaged. Onthe l6tha blister was 


CASES. — CORRESPONDENCE. 


to explain that, in the parishes 8, 9, 10, 11, 
the sums specified present the expense per 
head on the gross population, and not merely 
the average of each case requiring assistance. 
Thus Syderstone (No. 8), containing 421 
persons; these, multiplied by 8d. give a 
total of 14/. per annum, the average for the 
last seven years. Iam, Sir, very respect- 
fully your obedient servant, 
Epwarp Mansy. 
East Rudham, 5th March, 1836. 





Flora Metropolitana; or Botanical Ram- 
bles within Thirty Miles of London, the 
results of Excursions in 1833, 4, 5, being a 
List of Plants found around London, par- 
ticularly in Surrey and Kent, intended for 
Students. With a List of Land and Fresh- 
water Shells iq the Eavirons. By Daniel 
Cooper. London, Highley, 1836, 12mo, 
pp. 139. 





CORRESPONDENTS. 


W. C. of Brompton, in reply to the last 
letter of Mr. Osborn, observes “that, as 
petroleum, or mineral naphtha, evaporates 
and will distil at a temperature much lower 
than that at which the most-fusible glass 
which is made into retorts wiil melt, the 
statement of Mr. Osborn that he required a 
‘strong heat’ (suchas would melt glass) in his 
late experiment, satixfies W. C. that it was 
Dippel’s oil that Mr. Osborn obtained.” 
W. C, contends that he “ could know the 
quantity required forthe neutralization (not 
the ‘decom position’) of the acid,” and he 
concludes by saying that “when he is in- 
formed what action sulphate of lime and an 
excess of chalk are to have in the well- 
known process of the destructive distillation 
of blood or any otber animal matter, then he 
will repeat Mr. Osborn’s exceedingly difficult 
process, and at the same time attempt to 
| ascertain the quantity of chalk required for 
the decomposition of sulphuric acid.” 

Chirurgus and M. M. next week.—The 
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applied on cach side ofthe patella. Onthe 16th /communications of Dr. Howison, Dr. Fos- 


of October he walked without any uneasiness; | broke, Dr. Wolff. Mr. Phelan, Mr. Davey, Dr. 
two small sores, subsequent to the blister, | Clanny, aud Ciris, have been received.— An 


had not yet healed. The joint has since 
ite recovered its power. 
Sir A. Coover has seen only one case of 
dislocation of the patella, and Mr. Liston 
never witnessed an instance of the accident. 











To the Editor.—Sir: As a prejudicial mis- 
conception is entertained by several medical 
gentlemen in this district, which may also 
pervade others, from the manner in which 
the average expense for mecical attendance 
&e. is stated at the foot of my communica 
tion of 20th of January, you will particu- 
larly oblige me if you will hind asmall space 


| accident only has prevented the insertion of 
| Mr. Crisp’s case. 
| If Civis will examine the present and a 
} few lite numbers of The Lancer, be will find that 
| he had, as he thought, ae Occasion to pay es the “ bad 
complinm at.” Sach of the statements ia his letter 
as can with propriety be commanicated to the parties 
| chiefly interested in promoting the ends of justice 
shall be made known to them. 

(From a Correspondent.)—A petition at 
Liverpol in favour of the Metical Witnesses Bill, 
has been very namerously signed, 

The many good points contained in the 
letter of WW. B. shall see the light next week —We 
have received, and will carefully peruse, the com- 
muvication of Mr. L on H.—Dr, J. 7. The present 
mode of transmission is correct. 
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